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'to-the Invention of 
'points at-one of the Chief 


(n.” I 
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| thinking rage all:Difeftnces or Diſtinions wete:to 
be Qppolrery. al and- to divide the Comes Genus, or the 


+ and, therefore; ſince 
the Ef he C Tra tithe) was Tf4dition 
for Beoky of Scripture, which is :your 'Fenet ;;1 


pected the oppolit.ſenſe fea it ſhould:have been Traditi- 
..on for is ons cn and that, as the former 
, was Tradition for Words, ſothelatter hould be 
"Tendon for "4 } wk [Bur: while I was vainly 
imagining 
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i magining the Jecdnd ſenſe.of the Word/ would be7ra- 
di , infteatof har. 1 found nothing-but ſuch 


Articles, .andluch'a Pover.. Did-ever any mortal: Man 
think or pretend that. 7Zradition was an Article, or a Pow- 
er, any more than. that; it was a Horſe ſhoe Did your ſelf 


wheny you-granted the: Latin and Greek Churches fol- Dr. 5's Fic 
low'd., Tradution,:- intend to ſignify - that: they. follow'd: -**©r- 7: 5 


Articles and Powers 2, The ſumm-then of your learned 
Diſtinction is in plain Termsthis: 7radition is:two-fold : 
One is 4"Tradition | for Books ; the other is 10 Tradition 
at, all, but owy, Articles: avd Power, . Had-it nor been 
better; then. to, have-accepted: of Mr. G's Civility, and 
have an{wer'd. to the. purpoſe, - rather; than out 'of a 
pique to his. Copy, and adeſire-to make it” ſtand in need 
to be corrected, thus to pervert commonſenſe, and 
out of a'tgo zealous care aot to forfeit/your W#i/gome, to 
0m, ch a illogical Abſurdity?/ But Senſe and Lo- 
pics they 


uy 
\ they, be 90 'and honeſt true Friends, + yer 
own that, like. the,Qweexs Old Courtiers, :they 
may appear ſcandalous Companions to a man of your 
more polite and modiſh, Education, However, I dare 
anſiver, for. you, . it. was-.not ignorance of their worth, 
but an; unlucky neceſſity, which made you introduce in 
their room.two New Queſtions to while-away the time 
andeſcape the true one, which you had no mind to meet 
ola arial with. Yet perhaps you may have bet- 
tes dyed your. Firſt Queſtion; Jer us ſee « By. your 
Firſt, Queſtion then, and your. Explication.of your De- 
fin. of itrimmedately after, /tisealy to diſcern tliat you 
again quite. miſtake the End and/Ule, and conſequently 
rhe Nature of Tradition; which is 4 very inauſpicious 
keginning, and puts, us. out of hopes you ſhould ever 
diſcourſe prrninenply of it, ſince you; go about to im» 
DUgN, ww. not what. For Tradition does not. bring 
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us. , 


| in'd. deliver 
the Propoſitions of Faith in ſuch or fo many Wi d5,as 
you. /apprehend; but, they- ſignify \to_thetr Children 
the-very: Tevets rhey have in'their-hearts,* in ſuch ex- 
prefliqns.'as beſt ſures with the oecafion, according as 
their different methods of explaining themfetves may 
Tread them. You rnay upon refexionobſere i paſſe 
thus in your {elf when you inſtruct people in their Faith: 
In which circumſtance, you do not ty your felf. np to 
rigorous-Formsof Words made to your hands,; but take 
your liberty to deliver your elf afar pro: that 
you judge will make your meaning be: beſt underſtood. 
The fame Method js taken by the Paſtours of the 
Church ( and the Fathers of Families too wor to 
their pitch and ſtation. ) They Catechize their Chil- 
deen-othey Preneh upon the Texth roper to ſuch Points ; 
they dilate themſelves in their Diſcourſe, with a full de- 
fign to make their Senſe be perfeAly comprehended ; 
they reply to the difficulties of thoſe who are not, yet 
perfectly inſtructed, or well ſatisfied ;and 
themſelves toall their Exigencies. Laſtly, they lead thei 
Chriſtian Lives, - and breed up'others todo: the ſame, 
by thoſe Principles: And, Experience as well as Rea- 
fon tells/ us, that nothing gives the determinate ſenſe 
of Words which expreſs Tevets, more diftint!y than 
does perpetual PraQtice,” and Livi corifiimbl 'to 
what's ſignified by thole Words. e want of which 
Requiſits 


s clearly, that, taking it alone and unaſſiſted by the 
Churcke's Tradition: { determining and aſcertaining it's 
| te x tical "rn pang awers a 


Cent ae hay Dif- 
3. 16, notwi what has beer faid, this > 
a—_ thould Kill ſeem to your more'a/Speculation/ than 
a Real Truth, phone 1 judge impollible): pray re- 
feQ. bc w. your, ſelf would -go-about' to inſtru your 
own is your Faith ; and youwilealy find by 
EXPcrience, . when "tis-brought home eter ihe 
how, coanatural this Way 15 toc/ear to; 
in what. you would have them Believe. fouls 
Rlfule the ſame Method? Do yen only deliver tothem 
certzin Forms. of Spacchy: wcthour | endeavouripg, by all 
«hz;poſſible means canrinventy to t'the true 
Coe Ghar Imayu your own-Infſtance) of theſe Words. 
Ce Gathe Sen of GOD} in their Souls; and'to-make it * 
ill clearer to-thenf, as their uckding/ capacities grow 
ciperiand riper ? [Do/ ou.net rhiey' '0ame by 
degrees to you; toorz!4nd-rhar'yoo: have-2r 
lengyh. transfis'd into: than the :Seafecf the Tenet'you: 
had:in your own Breaſt Do not rs Cinilts mn{til 
por mewn ame gn to-Chriſt ; and -ex-- 


ey are-to give 
aw. Ayn or 
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Jour Childres come at length to wndertan Hi tho, : 


de aonr-nanr} become of thit-ſame 
ns; Love. Men were a ods. 
(in Ga the Bl 


imes of Popery forſootht ): degenerate 

M Partots,and learf'd to: ex ſet-Words; witivur mind- 
; their Senſe? Or, __ Chriſtians were'fivt a 
: 'Ch ſtians, and endeavour'd to imbue/. they! 
Polterity: with the Meaning - of opery 
and opt ta be Sd by chi proppitin eſe 
whom they. were bound to.ſee 1 mn ao 
laſtly, .can you conceive there can bo why Mets ive: 
.ted by. Man's Wit, 'to:make known arid Weo'd> 


; Senſe of Words thatexpreſs Points of Faith, 

.in the higheſt meaſure found itt: Tradition's 
Not, (as-[ amydare. you cannor)-then you hot 
either confeſs, that Frddation brings:dowh the \St»ſe*of 
_Chrift's Laws and-norithe bare Words ot Sornd's\ 55 
| or, you multadvance'rhis monſtrodsParadox,-that 
1s no: poſſible: way-in-the whole World fot Mattkindito 
<ommunicate thein'Fhoughrs and to 6nedho- 

ther:in ſuch Points; the contrary to which you ex) 

6. rieace dayly in;your felf and others. And; wers this'fo, 
: then, to. what #nd were Catechiſins, 'Sermons and! Con- 
troverſiesaboutfſuch fabjets?7To whar end all InſtruQti- 


ony NE TE Tongan Bel fur es 
ours? Again;'if you'grant theſe) (as to" 
the beſ} Expedicnts rotrani{mit down "ao it's 


Words, that is, qur-Faith;! how can-you haldShiprerd's | 
Letter the Rule of Faithit: which, caken a6: counttrdiſtin> 
Bui t to7 raditzon, A bra rat, 


of d iſcavering tous it's 4 Certaiily,/Thatmuſt | 
be the Rule. of Faith that 'is beſt qualify'd' ta give 'us 


_ our: Fgith; and that muſt be beſt qualify'd to give usour 

Faith, NR Bens beſt Mane non us Chriſt's 
Senſe ; and; not that-which- wants all the beſt Means.to 
produce ſuch an Effet. - 'On the other ſide, ſuppoſing 
Chrift's Doctrine once ſettled. inthe Body of the Charch, 
how .cam;you deny: Z7radition, thus abundantly furniſhs 
with the beſt Means imaginable to deliver-down the firlt- 
taught Doftrine, to be. ſuch a_ Rule ; ſeeing no more is re- 
quir'd to be a Rule of Faith, but to be qualify/d:; with a 
Power to acquaint us who live at. this diftance with the 
true Senſe of what was deliver'd by the Founders of the 
Church in . the beginning, - without danger - of loſing 
it by the way ; which cannot. be jmagin'd as long as 
Tradition is, held to, the ſame believ'd: to. day which 
was held yeſterday, or that. the immediately ſucceed- 
ing Fathers. ſtill . deliver'd the ſame Do&rin... To. da 
which there wanted no Power, as has been lately ſhewn 
to the full; nor W3// to uſe that Power; being oblig'd 
to it by the greateſt Penalties G O D himſelf could in- 
flict, the  Damning Themſelves and their Poſteri- 


LY. 
4+ But, lay you { pag}. 8, If the Church may explain 
the Senſe and Meaning of Tradition, ſo as to oblige men to 
believe that by Virtue of ſuch Explication; which they 
were not oblig'd to before, then 'tis impoſſible the Infaſibi- 
lity of Tradition ſhould ly.in a conſtant Tradition from Fa- 
ther to Son ; for they have no Pawer to oblige toany more 
than they received. ] How Plaufibly. and 4moothly this” 
Diſcourſe runs, and how ſhrewdly it ſeems to:conclude? 
Would any well-meaning- Reader imagin that it were 
perfet Non-ſenſe all.the while, . and wholly built on 
your own Liberality, giving us another ſort of Trad+- 
tion which is no Tradition ? "_ malignant ware Ti * 
tion 


"Y ("E3- | 
dition} muſt not be taken in its »/ght ſenſe, that's re- 
ſolv'd; for:then it would Budo bec xt x ae ut;'take 
ir-n'any' 0:ber {Chſe, that is; #jake"it; / aid: then*, 

at>it.” For when you'ſpealc © _ ' the ſenſe and 
meaning of Tradition, you Jo not rake" Tradition, as, you 
kriow:well, we do, and*as the word plainly imports; 
for the Delivery of Dorn, | but for Po#-ims Detiver- 
ed; andſoagain,' wehave onee more loft the'Queſtion. 
For,” what ' can; theſt words mean's "If the 'Church may 
explain the ſenſe ' and meaning of Tradition; that is, of 
the Method of conveying down Chrifſts Docrin > ' The 
Method of - Delivery - is"! the '' very Sigrification of 
that DoQrin from Age to Age, and how can one Ex- 
plainthe Senſe and meaning of '#' fgwifcatit» of Chriſt's 
ſenſe, when it's ſelf” is that- very' Expizcation of it ? 
This gives me occaſion to reflect how oddly you- have 
hamper'd our Traditioft hitherto'inſtead'sf handling ir. 
P. 9. You ſetmito doubt by your [ If'no moreiwere meant, 
&c.J Whether it-does notmear Tradiivor for 2he' Books 
of Seripture;\ and,” this you kiiew well enough before, 
was mone of our Tradition in diſpute here ; which, as 
may- be ſeen by Mr; G's Demonſtration- put down by 
your ſelf, Firſt Letter p. 4, and 5._is conteſt to be Tray 
dition for matters of Faith or Dottrin: NoW in this new 
ſenſs yongive us thereof 7rad7tian, you aan it; 
for *tis your own, 'not that which we-here mean by- that 
word. Next comes*another{ 7f] and makes itſeent to: 
fignify- T&rricles andPoiwer.” And —_— Tratlitidnat' 
ail; neither ours,> nor yours, \noratiy* ;. For, nei> 
ther thoſe' Are:cles waa IPies yau ſpeak of p. re. 


. 
” 


w- 


are ot can by the: Delivery of Chrift's DoCtrin from day 
roday 3 for that-ſpeales fach a' Method of bringing down 
things,” not! the- things - brought ' down, - And'thrs- you: 
very gravely dovy.”” And ſo you may, with my good 
condemn it w hat 

oom 


leave, 'cither dery.or expunge, 'or*© 


S-4 7 th 
: "> a; > 


doom yoo phaſe ir ex it vines with hn 
our Inteatioi; to tri the Reader cut of his Road into 

4 Labyrinth-ot Nonſenſe,” and then robb him of his 
Reaſon, © Again, L's you raake Tt a Delivery of bare 
Words, at beſt, with a general "(4 le ) "ſenſe, "and 
perhaps a Heretical-6ne'to0;\into the bargain ;*where- 

as you catinor burktiow 7rudiims; as We mean'it, 15 2 
Delivery of the ſenſe of Chriſtian Texers, arid this a par- 

ticular fenſe too'; and ſacl aone aStamwer pofibly be £7 

retical, While this Rule 1s adberd to; 'unlels the Firſt- 
Taught'Faith'were'Heretical,” which'is"Blaſphethy to 
imagin. And, here agaiti'p;'8: you make 7radition or 
Delivery to mgan the "Point de/rvered, and would have 

ts give you the fighnification and Explication of That 

which is it's ſelf the fgnifcation and Explication of 
Chriſt's Faith ; and this too,- the *very beſt that-eanbe —=_ 
migit?d. I rt poflible to deform Tradition/'mbre' un- ogy Self. 2, & 
towardly,or wrelt it into more miſconſtruQtions/than has * 

been done already ? Afﬀer a'ſerious manner,certainly,'tis 
impoſſible: But Drabery is now to a its part : And to 

cheer your Tpirits, which droop't tnder the difficulty 

of anſwering the” Argument' for Tradition," you” put 

your ſelf intmefquerade ;" and would make tlie Reletion 

of perhaps two of thiee, it-may be, partial Friends cf 

yours, conettning Mr.6's Diſcourſe about You,-# per- 

te parallelto qur Rule of Faith; and thar, 'if they gan 
miſtake of miſreprefent,' down''pyoes Fradition.* Which 


mounts. 46 this, that fooner may all the Chriſtian F4- 
ter A c ARS, conſiftin oo fewer ith6ns,”' anif 
thoſe diſperft'int far-dtant Parts' of the Warld, be miſta- 
kan'in their Farrh, \which igirtiported them nb leſs than 
heir Safvation Ty | ſooner may all of them conſpire 
to" deliver td *rheir Children \anothe: one # mrs 
which they held rhe way A ta yd 
2 ew 
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few'of your gwn Party ſhould, to:gratify you, «tell yo 
a falſe Story, or Aggravate;'tho' all of them, were, bz: 
ſides, ' profeſt Adverſaries to, the Perſon againſt whom 
they witneſt; and, indeed, Witneſſes in theur Own Com- 
mon Casſe; . I beſeech 'you, Sir, tho',you, be never {o 
much. to ſeek: for a folid Anſwer, ,yet.ſpeak at leaſt plau- 
ſible things;; and do not. thus expoſe your Credit while 
you affe&t to play the Wit. - Poor. Tradition, what has 
it - done to-be thus miſrepreſented ! Did it deferve no 
better for bringing down the Book of Scripture, but to 
be expos'd in-fo many aukward Vizards, when it was to 
come-upon the Stage,: and-not once ſuffer'd to ſhew it's 
true face, - but ſtill zraveftee'd-into-another Form, and'put 
' in all ſhapes bug.its own? This Carriage of yours is'e- 
nough to make the Reader think you-apprehend it to be 
ſome terrible Gorgows Head, or. ſore Ba/iljst ; and, that 
the very ſight of it, unle(s it came thus muffled up, would 
undo you. - At leaſt he will ſuſpe& from ſuch an unto- 
ward'broken Scene, that the Dramma 1s nat like to be 
regular : Indeed you ſhift too oftgn, and-to. catch and 
confute you I mult travel thro* the whole Compaſs ; for no 
ſgoner can-a, man ſteer one way,. but your. Diſcourſe, 
like the Wind, whips ſtraight into another quarter; and 
about we muſt tack, or we muſt not make forwards at 
all. . But I will 'in{ſt no more at preſent. on this dexte- 
rity of yours; you will affofd your Friends many 
freſh Inſtances of it, through the whole courſe of this 
Letter hereafter. Onely, I muſt note your orgatfuloes, 
or whatelſe may 1. call it ?. For. you took the Notion Ld 
Tradition very 'right, Firſt Letter { p, 7.) where. you! 
ledg'd you'haq a /arger oy fy Tradition for Serip- 
ture than we had for us: .Y 08 did not there, take Tra- 
dition of, that Book, for the Book Deltvered ; for. then 
that Boo had' been; the. Delivery of its ſelf; and yer 
| tnat 
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that 'Book had-as good Title tobe: it's own Tradition, 
as you lad to make the Points delivered by our Tra 
dition to be the Tradition or Delivery of thoſe Points. 
You granted too in the fame place that the Latin and 
Greek: Churches proceeded upon. it; and, by granting 
this, confeſt there were as many Atteſters went to-make 
it up as. there- were Men, (at leaſt Intelligent men.) in 
. the compats of the-many vaſt Nations' which thoſe two 
Churehes included: How come you then ſo much to 
forget your felf as to parallel it here to the pitiful At- 
teſtation of three of four: poſſibly. prejudic't Relarers, ' 
But the reaſon of this ſelf - contradictingand extravagant 
repreſentation of 7radition is "clear; it was your In- 
tereſt to take it r/gb# there; and the ſamerreaſon p 
vaild with you to take it wrong here. 
5. But I am weary of fencing-with Shadows, when 
I can take any occaſion that leads me to treat of what's 
Sabſtantial. Miſtake me nor, *tis not your Diſcourſe 
that obliges me to it; ' it had been. a ſufficient An- 
{wer to That, to let the Reader ſee you purpoſely mi- 
ſtook the Nature of Tradition, to divert and perplex 
his Thoughts, and there let it reſt. Yet, Becauſe your 
taking Tradition wroxg, for the Dodtrines gJdeliver'd, 
good..uſe may be drawn from it, I ſhall, for the bene- 
fit of the Reader, not decline ſpeaking to What you 
object, You make account (p. 7. & 8.) the Traditi- 
on. of the Church deliver'd the: Point of the Real/ 
Preſence, &'of Chriſt's being the: Son of God, in Ge- 
ueral Wards. onely. Which, waving what has been: al- 
ledg'd in my 24. ard 3d. Set. I judg for divers other 
Reaſons to be impoſſible For, beſides that, if rhe Fore- 
fathers deliver'd onely the Words, they. taught their 
Children'-(againſt the ſuppoſition) no Faith in theſe 
Points, for Faith has Jew/e in it, and is ns AT it 
aVQ 


- 
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have ont, being in that.caſe no true / Judgment or Trith; 
deodad i Maihtind- 00 Ggnity ſanto and} rherfire 
ind-to ſignify. ſomething ; and, 
'*tis inconſiſtent with en Rar ſame Mankind, 
when. at Age, eſpecially the Wiſer;ſort, not-to- hold 
Jome i Senſe or other: to 'be ſignify'd by thoſe: Words ; 
and: with the nature;of Chriſtians, not coinſtrudt thoſe 
whom-they -are to educate in Faith; wirh-thar' Sewſe ; . 
as alſo with the mnature-of thoſe who'are to be In- 
ſtruted,; not to defire to: know the Senſe of the Tenets 
they- are 10-believe.- But, that: Sexſe cannot be'a Ge- 
zeral one, thatis, Common'to all the ſeveral Tenets now 
found among us ( for it will not 'be Gereral if it ex- 
clude anyone) it muſt therefore abſtract from all par- 
ticulars, and be applicable to every one. - Now there 
« go he Generizal Notion or.Senſe which can be ab- 
ft from! Chriſt's Body, which is Living, and a 
piece 'of Bread, unleſs this, that they are borh” Quai 
titative or Mixt Bodies; to believe which would make 
a very extravagant Point of Faith ; \much leſs can; fuch 
an AbſtraQtion be made from Chriſt's Reall Living Bo- 
dy, and ſome ſapernatural /Gifts:or Qza/ztes, either in 
the ined or wrought in our Sewls' by. Means of our 
receiving the Eucharift-; For a S«bſtavce and a'Quali- 
ty differ ito genege (as the Logicians gwpreſs it) that 
1s,/. belong to different Commoneſt Heads, which have 
no.Genus above them, -.or that can abſtract from them. 
Leaſt of att can-any-fuch Common Notidnb6 abftract- 
ed from the: Natanahor Frue Son: of God and aimeer Max ; 
no more than: there:can . frony God and a” Creature. 
Whence follows moſt evidently; that, ſince theÞaith- 
ful muſt arily thave always had ſome. Meaning 
of. thoſe words in their. hearts, and a"gexera/ Senſe of 
them is unpoſſible, they: muſt figve ever had Particular 
| Notions 
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tial Godhead, or a'meer Creature. My ſecond Reaſon is, 
becauſe Faith is Ordain'd'to work through Charity, or 
to. ſtir up devout Aﬀeions th us; as the 
diſtance is Infinite in both- caſes;” berween ove of thoſe 
Senſes and the other, there being God on' one fide, 'on 
the- orher a Creature ; ſo' the Aﬀettions of the Soul 
wrought in us by our Faith, muſt either oblige us 
to pay an_Znfinite Veneration. to a Creature if Chriſt's 
Real "Body (and corffequeiitly God be nor there, or if 
Chriſt be. »p# God; which is' the greateſt deviation 
from trae Religion that is poſſible; orelſe, to'be high- 
ly Irreverent, and'to want che moſt efficacious Moxive 
that can be imagin'd to'excitei and” Uevare our Devo- 
tion, if he Ze there, or Chriſt be indeed God. Nor can 
any middle diſpoſition” be 'mmvented-that can make the 
TOM: the'Soul hover between if'steridency towards 
an infinite and Finite Being, or been an finite and 
Finite Reverence. - I dare: confidently conclude then, 
and dare avow it tobe -Demonſtrable out of the N- 
tare of Mankind, that-erthier rk > or the" o/her De- 
terminate Senſe of thoſe Words muſt*have' been Held in 
all Ages, ever fince the 0s finhe by rhe Genes 
rality of the foregoing Faithful; more or leſs ex 
as thofe reſpeive Pornts, broke out' more. or. eſs in- 
to Chriſtian' Aion ; which cher: Duty could" not but 
prompt and oblige them to deliver (to their” Children 
as occaſion! ſerved ; and conſequently," rhat that Par» 
ticular” feuſe, and not-onely (as you' fancy) the Gene: 
ral Words, maſt have defcended by Tradition. | 
6; Next, 'my * Pofition' is, that; taking''the word 
{Tradition} for Points deſcending by Zradition, wy 
| will 


| may. be ſaid of Tree Sermon and it's Text, ſuppoſing 


CY 
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will needs have it, the ch, has. Power and Aty- 
thority ee the Senſe aud "Meaning of then, and 
to 9d/ige others to believe Her ; and' yer, that this hin- 
ders not- the Infallibility of Tradition from confiſting in 


' holding the ſame to day that was deliver d yeſterday, cc. 


This 15 the difficulty, + conceive, , that ſo. much-trou- 
bles you. "To clear which, you may pleaſe to. reflee 
on what you know already by experience; that, let a- 
ny man advance'a ſingle Tenet, and afterwards, up- 
on occaſion, ſet himſelf to Explicate at large the Senſe 
of that Propoſition ; *tis plain, there will be found in 
that large Explication, many. particu/ar Propolitions; 
not adeguately the ſame, but z part different from that 
which he went about thus dlaborately and diſtin{ly to 
explain; of which perhaps even himſelf'was not aware 
while he did not refle#; not being yet invited to make 
it clearer, ordilate on it. And yet he held, even at 
firſt, the Sexſe (and not. only the Words) nay the whole 
Senſe of that main Tenet or Sentence; tho". he ſaw not . . 
diſtintly every fingle Propoſition contain'd in it, till he 
became oblig'd to Scan. and Study his own undiſtin- 
guiſht, but true, thoughts concerning it. The ſame 


it be rigorouſly held to; and: no more be att to 
but to explain it's in2rinfict and fall Meaning, In which 
caſe, the Preacher ſticks not to aſſure his Auditory, 
that what. he has Preach't to them all the while, is 
Gods Word; and to preſs them to. regard it as ſuch, as 
far as his. {mall Authority. over them can reach. And, 
had he more, in caſe he did verily judge his Explica- 
tion of that Text was $genuin, and, conſequently, Chriſt's 
true Senſe; he would queſtionleſs eſteem himſelf 

to make uſe.of that Authority. to. his utmoſt, to edi 
them with the Explicit Belicf of cach Particular con- 


tain'd 
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Joy her Oaſis to;explicate, upon; d 
Senſe oy Faith,;1n many aryl "Propoſtions 
| h 1/8 ne 


thought of, + Fe) vingni low go, Hp pre priva 


man, -2 

yernours: IN cou be, rs KOs) 08, Conſervers 

Chriſts. Law,;; and ſee. inbded hels, Propoſitions,, new- 

| ingled, pub, are includad, in, any-Point of Faith re- 

..celv; 6 upp thei Buls © 3119 US hou $09 : out; of 
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. their £xal. t9,preſerve. Ghri Tatire, 

_ both, define.,thels Points, .and, allo d uſp, r; Authority 

to. oblige the Jay £9, accept h; or, if 

they, dilaccept. them ET ts Re come "againft | 

them, to. exclude: them from munion?! | - w of 
7+ But Rtill,,, {ay.,you, theſe foes Potty came 

not down by. Tradition, - nor Were, deliver'd 'as held 

yeſterday, — ſo alle wards till Chris Tin N Re chey 

4 


were,.aot held at.af before they, were defin 'd. 
1. diſtinguiſh : Theſe Propoſitions. were be ver and 
deſcended ever-as they were involy'd inthe /arire Point ; 


in the bowels owhich, the Senſe of thole others were 
. found: But, as fng/ed. gut in ſich and ſuch particula- 
rizing manners of. Expreſſion, they -were ( perhaps ) 

\ not held ever,. I fay, not held- ever formerly, at leaſt * 
not univerſally. Which is the, true. reaſon why ſome 
Private Writers, nay' poſſibly. ſome Great Men, might *' 
(out of a-dutiful fear not to add to Faith) have doubted 
of them, or diſaccepred them, . perhaps oppos'd them ; 
till the ColleRive Church, or ſomeGreat Body of them, 
who are able to.look more intelligently into thoſe Points, 


declar'd and unfolded. the Srakt of the main ſit in 
W ich 


Jook'dieper orga g3 ee Points of Faith, 
trois /-Ratighal to \ 
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Mme! #$out TIF; unlefs ourthoughts, 

- forrer! miſtake, "that -only Wir 'came | 
ditior - or that Chriſt's Se was never 
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Oholind and int Under{ tand- 

of” xr Paltours; which'takes all Fai 'otit oÞ the 


; It that'is, is Jo \- 
'8. Th ery lat ST Molar 5 
interrupt ©, 45 ted. to the — forhe 
Troth, + to —_—_ Thaditien ainfſt your reproachful 
miſtakes ; with which, in to all e, I'had 
almoſt ſaid your 0wn-Conſcience too, you have 


loaded it, Bur theſe'dre fome of your Extrinſeonl Ar 
| guments 


( tg) | 
. whach, for want of better, daſy. df your 
cauſe: and reputation prevails; with you! till 20: mad 
wt. of; and >fogryon 'wilftmumjth mightihy af they! be 
paſt > ayer 'nnconfated/ You -artempr, 1 p.8:"t9 Flap 
your- Polinck Game; and to:conquer us by dividing 
us in our Rule of Fairhy tho? it coſt your Cregiv' ve- 
xy deat to effect it.) To this rid) \ running dn in your 
former miſtake of tht plain word 'f7raditzar} arid that | 
it means Pajmtr and Avticles, you relb 1s fadly rhatithis 
denying to-the Church of Rome Power'to explain 7rad:- 
tion takes off from its Power &' Authority. That it reſolves 
all into meer: Humane Faith ++'meer  Natural\Reaſou—— p. 5. 
That the utmoſtit can \amonnt' to; is:reſbluingt Faith into a 
Logical Demonſtration. Then follows the Holy: Cant.\4ud 
$5 this the Faith Chriſtians are to be ſav'd by > what Grace of <$.c 1145:65 
God; what Affiftance of the Foly Spirit are necefſaryto'ſuch 31actoanz. 
a Faith as this ? But for this 7 refer you to the Harreſis Bla: 
cloana; You ſhould bave' added *\ where Dri 7iltot for; 
and- my ſelf have the honour tobe brought in>for 
writing ſo Catholickly}, Truly ' Sir,, you” have' given 
us a very yroony Period ; in: which-many- of your mo- 
diſh qualifications vy'for the precedency, and'tis hard 
to determin which has'moft [Titſe'to ir. * Nay, p. '13. 
youreell 'Mr. G. that our Grownds: overt 7rouw.the Church's 
Author ity in matters of Faith, 'and proceed upon Pelagi- 
as Principles. Your Charge, Sir, is very grievous and 
heavy; and therefore, unleſs the Evidence you bring 
to: prove it, be anſwerable, you'will manifeſt your felt 
ro proceed upon a new Chriſtian (in truth, an olddUn- 
chriſtian) Principle; but, which fuirs it ſeems 'wirh your 
humour, and is requifite to your Cauſe, Calumiare 
fortiter— | need not telf you whole it was. 
9. To ſtop, your mourtr therefore once forall 'con- 
cerning Zerefts Blachogna, know that that Book, tho' 
, C 2 Printcd 
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Pons ins Catolick Couniry, could not be licene't; | 


hor. ©Know that it was'ferit to flote, and was com- 
par'd there' with the Dodrin of - Tradition which it 
impugn'd,, And yet it was not found that rhis Do- 
arine either overthrew; the Chutthes | Authority in mat- 


ters NES hors there: we$' any Pelagianiſm in 


wiſe thoſe Books. which were accus'd of it, 


i 


and defended Tradition to the height, had-not eſcap'r 
their Cenſure- This ſhews how ſhallow this Excepti- 


on of yours is; 'andto-what mean ſhifts you are reduc't, 
ſince. you'can quidtea: {quabbling Book of -one Roman- 
Catholick againſt-another about Tradition, in ſtead of 
anſwering the Argument ſor it. An'il-natur'd man might, 
(you know very well)-name Authors of another Com- 
munion;not too welFthought and ſpoken of by Eminent 
Perſons of their own" ſide, and written againſt too by 
others. Yet I ſhall-not be ſo like ſome I know, to-turn a 
Diſpute intoa Wrangle; but ſhall'apply my ſelf to ſhew 
how far the Dodtrine of 'Tradition is from deſerving to 
be charg'd with ſuch injurious reflexions. 

16, But before I go farther, I muſt take notice of 
your. quoting F. Warner here, -p.'8. and. your L- 
3ng to him, - where you put Herefis Blacleana-m the 
Margent : By. which you ſeem to hint, that he is the 
Author of that Book, and an Adverfary to the. Do- 
Qrin of Tradition; even To far as to' judg it not ſound 
in Faith: for, no leſs averſion could make you wery 
much queſtion whether F. W. would abſolve any man who 
profeſſed to embrace Catholick Faith on Mr. G's. Grounds. 
But, as that very Reverend Perſon declares, he never 
Gw that Book till ſome of them were preſented him 
bound, fo himſelf has foreſtal'd your little policies, aim- 

" ng 


(.24.)) | 
ing to fetus at variance in our/Tenets, in his 4vti-F74- 
man P. 203, [We 'Catholicks have Faith, becauſe we: be- 
lieve firmly thoſe Traths that God has-reveal'd, becauſe 
he reveal'd them to. the Church :. Whichz' as a' faith- 
ful Witneſs, gives hitherto, and will give to the 'end.of 
the World Teſtimony to that - Revelation. And we can- 
wot be Hereticks becauſe we never take the liberty to Chuſe 
a#r ſelves, or admit what others chuſe ; but we take bo- 
pz fide whet is Deliver'D »s, reveal'd by the greateſt” Au 
thority imaginable, on Earth, which is that of the Caths- 
lick Charch.] He proceeds: [ Here then is the Tenure of 
our | Faith.” The Father ſent his qnly begotten Son, con- 
ſubſtantial to himſelf, into the world; and what he heard 
of his)/Father he made known 70: ws, Fo. 15. 11. The 
Father and Son ſent the #. Ghoſt; and hee did not 
ſpeak of himſelf, but what'he heard, that he ſpoke, 
Jo. 16. 13. The Holy Ghoft ſent the. Apoſtles, and the 

declared unto us what they had ſeen:and heard, x Fo. 
I. 3. The Apoſtles you the - Higheſt and Loweſt Prelates 
in the Church; and the Rule by which they fram'd their 
Decrees was, Let nothing be alter d tn the Depoſitum, 

Let no Innovation be admitted in what's deliver'd: Quod 

Traditum eſt non innovetur <] . But he mgre exprefly 

yet- declares himſelt - no. Adverſary- to. this way bid. 

P:-267. Your Friend Mr. 6G. B. tal call'd this way cf 
proving Dottrines, that They had them from their Fa- 

thers, they from. theirs, a J2eW method of proving Po: 

piſh Dofrines ; an\] receives for Anſiver theſe words. 

Tou diſcover your Ignorance, in ſaying that Hethod was 

New, or tbat Arnaud inverted it ; Mr. Thomas White 

had it before Arnaud : Mr. Filher a Jeſuite, before T. W. 
Bellarmin before him ; & St.Aullin, $2. Stephen Pope, & 
Tertullian before them ad. WRongy ſee he both allows 
this very Merhod we take, as prattis'd by Modern Con- 
trovertiſts, 


travertiſts af note ; nay, by ſome of his own-Order too; 
whomhe is far from difapproving ; and\ by Antiont Fa- 
thers'alſo,, whom he highty venerates. - © \. | 
our petty Projett thus defeated, I ſhall endeavour to 
open:your Eyes, if they be not (which God grant they 
be-not )- 1i/fully ſhut. | | 
-*;2x2.: The Aſlerters of Tradition obſerying, thatthe'Ad- 
verfaries they had todeal with admitted Chriſt's Doftrim 
tobe Divine; held itthemoſt compendious way'to puta 
ſpeedier End to alt Controverſies, (which Experience 
_ them were otherwiſe liable to be ſpun our into a 
voluminous length) and the moſt efficacious Method to 
conclude all the Heterodox; of. what denomination fſo- 
ever,.to prove, That the DoQtrin held #ow by the Catho- 
lick Church wasChrif's,or theſelf-dame that was _ 
at firft by Himſelf and his Apoſtles. It was bootleſs for 
them-to attempt. to prove this -by Texts of Scripture, 
nianag'd by their Private Wits; For, the Truth of our 
Faith\depending on Chriſt's Teaching it, if it were not 
Abſolutely Certain Chrift taught zt, it could not be evinc't 
with Abſolute Certainty to be True. Now; -the fame 
Experience inform'd. them , that no Interpretation of 
Scripture, made by Private "Judgments, (of themſelves, 
or Others) could arrive to ſuch a pitch of Certainty ; 
and, conſequently, would leave Faith under the ſcarida- 
tous ignomitiy of being poſibly, and, perhaps attually 
falſe. It was toas little purpoſe to alledge againſt ſuch 
Adverſaries the Divine Afiſtance to theChurch,or Chrifts 
Promiſe of [ufallibility to it, as you very wealdy obje& 
to Mr. G.(p. 16.) as not once ed by him. For, tho? 
this was be/zev'd by the Faithful, yet it was diſown'd by 
all thoſe Heterodox ; and, being it ſelf a point of Faith, 
itſeem'd improper to be produc't for a Rule of Faith. 
Beſides, how ſhould they prove this Divine A4ſifance ? 
It 
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i. e's Were indngndtty: their Private 
XCertain', it wou _ 
G—_— the Hr oe of thatGrand Article which 
tothe Fairbful 'was a kind of Principle to all the reſt, in 
that: upon-the bf it, the Security” they 
had of allyhe other Articles was to depend. If, by the 
Divine. ity ofthe it felf, It was not ſocaite 
A Dy ea 
R rD 
forwards. - Theſe Serves pd here 4 them ſnags 
chefnſelves to make out by Netw al FEA wems, "that the 
Human Authority of fach a Rds was that of the 
Church, was Abſolutely Cerrain,or Tnfailrble,in convey 
down many viſible and-notorious Matters of Fat; 
 ntnong the reſt, (orrather far above the reſt, the Subje&t 
bein Pradiical, and” of infinite Concern ) that fuch 
and foch'a Dodtrin wasfirſt raught to theAge contiguous 
tothe Apoſtles, and continuedever ſince. y this means 
they reſolv'd the DoQrin of the preſent Church into thar 
of Chriſt,and his Authority; and, conſequently, (thefe 
being ſitppes'd by both Patties tobe Divine) into the Di- 
ve  Aubotiny, granted: by all to be the Formal Motive of 
Druine Faith. 

12. This is the'true ſtargof that Aﬀair. And now, I 
beſeech you; Learned Sir; Where's the Polagjaniſm 2 
Where is the leaſt Ground, or ſhadow of Ground, for all 
theſe Þugbear words and 'falfe accuſations, which, to 
make therhi” fink deeper into the Reader's Belief, ind 
ereate 4 more pefetabhorrence of out Tenet, come 
tmmaskt Here under an affeQed ſthew of Godlinefs 2 All 
hold'their Faithrelies on the Divine (or Chriſts) Autho- 
rity; into which they fall refolveit and all Cartholicks 

hold Grace neceffary to ' believe the My/teries.of Dirome 
Faith; tho' all, perhaps, donot judge Grace needful ” be« 
ieve 
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lieve upon ZZumax Authority, this Matter of Fa&t, 2: 
That Chriſt taught it, Vet my RIfin* Faith vind. Low 
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| ſeeing that the admitting this Truth would oblige the 


erodox to relinquiſh their ill-choſen Tenets, and re- 
Na to. the Church, againſt which they: had a ſtrong 
averſion ; did, there declare-my particular'Sentimenr, 
That God's Grace and fome Affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt 
me to ſee the force.even 
of this Natural. Demonſtration;, fo much 'againſt their 
Humour -and Intereſt, - Is it Pelagianiſm to conclude, 
that Zunan Motives, which are Pre/iminaries to Faith, 
afid on which the. aſſyredneſs of Faith it felf depends, as 
to us, are.7ruly Certain > And, Might ou not with as 
much reaſon ſay the, ſame, if one ſhould maintain- the 
Abſolute Certainty of our Senſes,whichis one of thoſe Pre- - 
liminaries > How ; ana do you miſrepreſent eyery 

thing:you areto meddle with! How conſtantly do you 
make your voluntary miſtake of every,Point lerve for a 
Confutation of it ! *Tis confeſt, & ever was, That the Z/u- 
man Authority of the Church, or Tradition, begets only 


Human Faith, as its immediate Effect ; but, by bringing 


it upto Chriſt, it leads us towhat's Divine; yet. not. by 
its ow# force, but by Vertue ofthe Swppofitzon agreed upon, 


' . That Chriſt's Do@rin is ſuch, Is it Pelagianiſm to ſay, 


we muſt uſe our Reaſon to Smeto Fait : or, do. you 
pretendall the World muſt be the worſt of Phanaticks, 
and uſe none 2 Or, does'it trouble you,.we offer to juſti» 
fie , that the Reaſons we bring to make-good that Pre- 
liminary, which, in our. way of Diſcourſing, is to intro+ 
duce Faith, are not ſuch as may deceive us ? And that 
we do not confeſs they are Falls or may deceive us, as 
you grant of your Interptetations of Scripture, which 
ground your Be!jef 2 No ſurely, we ſhallnot quit the GCer- 
rainty we have, becauſe you have wore, . Fur if it be boot 

I. 
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Certairi ſich Dodtrines' are\indeed ChyiÞ*}, whois our 
Law -giver, wecanndt' be fare: they-are: 77we; their 
Truth depending on. bis Authority ; / and, would -you 
have us for fear of: Pelagianiſm- confeſs all our Faith 
may perhaps-be-but 2a fory 2 - But, 'into what an unad- 
viſedneſs* your Anger tranſpoit: you,”: to! run; the 
Weapon through your own Side: to-do us a Miſchief? 
You bore us in hand { Firſt Letter p. 7. ) that you had 
a larger and: firmer Tradition for Scripture 'than we 
have for what we-pretend to. Yet, this Tradition could 
cauſe no-.more but-:Humar Faith; for 1 do not; think 
you will fay you had Divine Faith, before'you were 
got”to your Rate of Divine Faith. By- your Diſcourſe 
then your ſelf are an Arrant. Pelagian too :- Perhaps: 
worſe than we, becauſe you pretend to a larger and 
firmer ( Human ) Tradition than you'fay we have; i nay, 
you pretend it to be 45ſolutely Certain too,” which is 
a dangerous Point indeed. Pray; have-a care what you 
do; for, [you .are  upon*the.very- brink of: Pelagianiſm. 
The knowing you have the true Books of Scripture; 1s: 2 
moſt; neceſſary Preliminary; to; your Faith'; tor; with- 
out :knowing that, . you- cannot ..pretend-: to- have any 
Faith at all; . and, if 'g\-be Pelagianiſm in” us..to hold 
ſuch Preliminaries abſolutely Certain, I fear_the dan- 
ger -may come 'to- reach you too. Yet you have.one 
Way, and | one,'-to-elcape-that damnable Hereſy ; 
whuclt is, | that- yau.do;not go about:to- demenſtrare the 
Abſolute: Certainty of. Your Tradition, .as we \do.-of 
Ours. That, - that 'is the: very Venom' of Pelagianiſm. 
But, take comfort, Sirgymy lite-for yours, your will ne- 
ver fall ſo:aboirinebly 'into the. mire; as to demonſtrate 


or. conclude a0py thing Kar whar La opver you. 
pron, a oc qo 44 
4 Concluling, )\-Your =o Diſcourl. 


br plan hve Cle 
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- petty cavils,” witty ſhifts, untoward: explications- of 


your own Words, conſtant prevarications, and many 
more ſuch neat dexterities,: that whatever fuult it may 
through human frailty, provok't by-powerful-Neceſlity, 
be liable to, I dare paw oy life it will _m be be ple 
of that hainous Crime" of demon/trating 
any thing ; no,"not the Ab/olute  ervakry ef your = 
mer Tradition, And, yet, unleſs' you can prove or cove 
clude "tis thus Certain,”* tis # Riddle t0-us, OW can you 
either hole} or 'fay 'tis' ſuch: | 
13. Pray,be not offended, if on this cell onl ask You 
a plain downright Queſtion. Is it not equally blamable ro 
oa your Adverfaries 7enet perpetually, as 'tis to ſal- 
ray Words > ' Nay, is it not- worſe, being lefs lia» 
” to diſcovery,” and ſo mote certainly and'more per- 
niciouſly Injurious? And can any thing excufe You 
from” being thus faulty, bur Fznopance. of our Tenet ? 
Efear that Plea will utterly fail you too; and leaveyou 
__— ro the' Cenſure'of every ſincere Reader, when 
hinvto' his Eye that You could not but know 'all 
this before.” For, in' Error Nox-plygt 'p.'21x. Set 8.:You 


muſt needs have read the quite contrary Dodrine, /and 


#Frror Non- 
pluft, Þ, 121. 


how _ who po radition: do refplve their 
Faith. | There is no nece prov this Infall- 
bility" (viz; Of the'Church mew wc. ture" Fora 
preted by Virtue of thisi Infabtbility-** Kor ds the. Faith- 


fal or” the "fhurch commit Cir A in "bebicving that tht 


Church's Tufallible; upon. Tradition. . For, -— they bes 


eve ovely-the ſupernatural JnfalliBility built on the Afiſe 
rag A ogg pm Fayre cre 

ty; TIE 4 Hurnian ; oft 

Church to have been 'beld ever from" the” | 4 


the. force of the Human Teſtimony of the Church, js pr 
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Maxims of meer Reaſon ) The fame is more at la 
x marr .the foregoing Sedtive,” ard” in ESL 
thier: places, 'Now, this was Writ againſt your 
ſelf; and, fo," "tis as hardly Conceiveable © you 
ſhould never have read it, as 'tis Unconceiveable 
how you ſhould ever anſwer i$ And, if you did read 
it, what was become of your ſincerity when you coun- 
terfeited your Ignorance of our Tener>* Ml 75 refolv'd 
(fay you, here, p. 9.) into meer Fluman Faith which is the 
una conſequence of the Doftrin of Oral Tradition. 
How fthrewdly Ya you are in your Sayings, how 
modeſt and meek in your Proofs / Nothing canbe more 
maniteſt trogg our conſtantly avow'd Dodtrin, and your 
own oppoſitW'it roo, than 'tis, that Tradition re/olves 
all into Chriſt's and the Apoſtles Teaching : And, pray, 
doyou hold thar Chriſt is a meer man, or that the Be- 
lieving Him is a meer human Faith, or that the Do@trin 
taught by Him and Them is meerly Zaman 2 If this be 
indeed your Tenet, T am forry TI knew it not before; 
for then I' ſhould have thoughr fit to begin with other 
Principles to confute you: And, I pray God, by your 
impugning known Truths, you may never need e'm. I 
ſee I had reaſon to alledge in Faith Vindicated , that the 
Grace of God was requiftt tro make men affſent toa Na- 
tural Conclufion when it came very croſs to their Inte- 
reſt : For, it appears too plain 'tis exceedingly needful 
to alliſt you herein a meer Point of Common Morality; . 
which is, to enable you not to ſpeak and repreſent things 
direQly contrary to your own Knowledge. And, Iam 
ſorry I muſt tell you, and too evidently -prove it,, that 
the greateſt part of- your Writings g4inſt Catho- 
licks, when the Point is to be ma by Reaſon, 
is (in a manner ) made-up of ſuch ſtudy'd _Infiaceri- 
res. mY, p 
14 You give us another Inſtance of this Indiſpoſi- 
D 2: 10N 
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TSS): | 
tion of your Will, p.. x - where you tell-us. 2. M: fays, 
that 2. rt thing bf h was propes'd, aud indeed the oo, 
ly ſubjet Mr.G. had any purpoſe. to glifcourſe on was,; whe- 
ther Proteſtants bad a Ground of Abſolute Certaimty for 
their Faith or not > This you._do not deny ; bur turn it 
off to a quite different yuſineſs ; and then ſlide from 
that to another, til you had wheel'd about the Queſti- 
on from what was intended tothe Point-you thought: 
beſt ſerv'd your turn to.ſhuffle in..: Here (-fay you) rhe 
Faith ſpoken of is that Faith whereby we are-Chriſjans. 
How ? Are Proteſtants and Chriſtians then Convertible 
Terms or Synonyma's?.' Are there not many ſorts"of 
Chriſtians which are not Proteſtants > And jgit not plain, 
and not contradicted by your-ſelf;that it manded, 


whether (your ) Proteſtants had a Ground of Abſolute 


Certainty for their ( that is Proteſtant ) Faith? Does 
not the word. [ ther?) ſignify theirs as diſtinQt-from all 
other ſorts of Chriſtians-2. And is it come nov to-ſigni- 
fy theirs ſ\mply as Chriſtians, or as conjoyn' with all the 
reſt > This is too open dodging to pa's .upon the Rea- 
der. *'Tis granted, you hold many of the fatne Chri- 
ſtian Points which Catholicks do; but 'tis deny'd, you 
can as you are Proteſtants ( I mean ſtill ſuch Proteſtants 
as are of your Principles ) hold them to be 4/olutely 
Certain, or hold them upon ſuch Grounds as are able to 
ſupport that Firm and Qnalterable Aſſent, call'd Faith+ 
The Grounds proper to. your Proteſtants being ( as was 
ſhewn in my Former Letter, Sed. 24.) to hold them 
upon the Letter hp | panes by your ſelves. Of which 
Letter, by virtue of your Principles, you can-have no 


Abſolute-Certainty ( as ſhall be thewn hereafter; ) and 
of that Letter: Interpreted by your private Judgments, 
much leſs. In. a word, either you ſpeak of Points held 
by Proteſtants, which you pretend to be all the ſame 
Dottrin that was taught by Chriſt and his Apaſtles ; and 

-, then 


(9 )) 
then you are diſtinguiſht not onely from:thoſe Chriſte 
ans call'd Catholicks,.but from $ocinians, Lutherans, 
and ( to omit others } Calviniſts too, if. you- beione'of 
thoſe that hald Epiſcopacy to be of Divine Right. Or 
elſe you mean the Aſſent, given” to thoſe- Points of Pro» 

teſtant Faith, on their pretended Ru/a; and then, 'you 

muſt ſhew your. Aſent 1s more; Abſolutely Gertain than 

that of the three laſt, agd divers. others who. Diſſent 

from you in their Tenets, and. yet go tpon the Same - 
Rule; and make it out to us, that, tho” it be both theirs 

and yours, yet /till"tis yours in particular, or. peculiar» 

ly yours, as you are ſuch Proteſtants. 

' T5. Your next. Prevarication is much worſe. Afﬀer- 
you had ſhov'd Proteſtant Faith into. Chriſtian Faith, 
you 3 row it a Barr and a half ſurther off by virtue of 
an /d eſt. Abſolute Certainty of the Chriſtian Faith: 
Le. ( fay you ) of the Grounds on which we believe the 
Scripture to contain the Word of God,or all things neceſſa«. 
ry to be believ'd by us in order to ſalvation. This 1deft, like 
Pacolets wooden Horſe, has a Charm to transfer us 
from one Pole to the other in an inſtant. By: yirtue of 
its all-powerful-Magick, Chriſtzan- Faith is'made to be. 
the ſame with the ans oX which we believe the Scrip- 
ture to contain the Word of God; fo that, according to, . 
you, Faith is the fame wirh, your Grounds for Scrip- 
ture's being your Ground ; thatis, Eaith is made the fame 
with 'the Grounds for your Ground of. Faith. What a 
medley of Senſe is this, and how many folds have' we 
here involving one another ! Chriſtian Faith is Divize,, 
theſe Grounds and the Faith built on them is. Humay, 
being the Teſtimony of. Mex : Are theſe two the ſame 
Notion? Had.I a mind to be Quarrelſome, how ealily, 
how juſtly too, might I retort your former Calumny. 
againlt Tradition; and, object that this way of yours, 
reſolves 


” - 
EF 


FP” CS , pk 5 
' reſolves all into meer Fiuman Faith, meer Natural Rea- 
fon; that it makes God's Grace and Afiſtance of the. Holy 
Ghoſt unneceſſaty to thy then ask, 7s this the Faith 


Chriſtians aro to be ſay d by? And reckon uptwenty other 
abſurdiries ſpringing this ill- grounded Poſition, 
Bur I am now 'to trace your travsferring Faculty. In 
yout Firſt Letter p. 7. you ſpeak onely of 45/olute Cer« 
tainty as tothe Rule of your Faith, viz.” the Scripture ; 
Dr. 5t.Secona but here the cafe is alter'd ;-and Certainty of Scripture 
Letter, p.14- is turd into Certainty of the Grounds on which we be= 
X lieve the Scripture t6 contain the Word of God. Thele 
ſlippery doings, and not any Reaſons you bring, make 
you Incontutable ; for; we muſt ſet upon the Proteus 
in all\his ſhapes ere we can bind him. The Queſtion 
/ is not, whether Scripture Contains the Word of God, 
that'1s, his Sex/e, or our Faith, but (which we cannot 
mind you of too often; for all will be too little to 
make you take-notice of it) how the Senſe contain'd 
there can be got out thence, or be ſignify'd to us with 
Abſolute Certainty, event in the very higheſt Points of 
Chriſtian Faith, and what Grounds you have to bring 
about this' Effect : For, you can profeſs no 44ſolute 
Certainty of any .,one point, till you' have made it 
- out with 'Ablolute - Certainty, that the Senſe, you 
pretend'contain'd in Scripture is it's genuin Meaning. 
This is your-true task, if you would prove the 4 
ſolute Certainty of your Proteſtant Faith, or your Faith 
as depending on -yowr Principles. But of this we hear 
not a ſyllable. | | 
16. And TI beſeech you, to what end is it to' tell us 
you are ſpeaking of your Rule or Ground of Faith, 
i it carry you not thorow to any one particular ; 
no, not thoſe Points which are moit Fundamenaal, and 
to moſt neceſfary for the Salvation of Mankind 2 Since, 
not- 


(*31/), | 
notwithſtanding:you have: your  Ralz, you are till' as 
for: to fool as before-in.al * Rule ſhould: be ood- for? 
Remember; the 'Queltion and Mr. 7's tion was 
about che Abſolute Certainey of Proteſtant Faith, by ver- 
rue.of your*Ruleor Ground;; and, therefote, if your Rule 
does not reach to Abſolute Certainty of the main'Poinfs 
of Faith-ar Jeaft; you! are'ſtill at'a loſs both'for'you 
| Faith, and for a Ground of your Faith. Yet this, nies 
of it's'failure, you ſeem unwilling to ſtand to, by ſtil 
fliding. ſilently over ir, or flipping by-it' when 1t<ties 
jalt'10--your way-" For, ) You' tell us, oe 20: \that 
your Faith" reſts: on the Word of God as its Abſolute 
Grownd of Certainty;' Which by the* way is another 
little ſhuMe ; for you ſhould have ſaid abſolarely-Cer- 
tain Ground, not Abſolute Ground of Certainty. But tet 
that paſs, and let the ' borſe-mil! go for 'the' mill-horſe. 
You proceett. Bat the particular Certainty as "to This 
or that Doitrine, depends ow the Evidence that it"is con- 
' taind in Scripture. You ought to have faid, if you 

would make your Faith" ſo Gertain as you 'pretended 
[We are abſolutely Certain ſuch and. ſuch particular Points 
are contaiy'd. thereÞ otherwiſe your /General Ground 
comes [not-up, to. the: Queſtion, \nor "does your © Farth 
any ſervice at all, fance'it leaves ir ſtill Vacertain; of 
which more- hereafter, Eſpecially, ſince you-preter- 
ded, : or. rather 'declar'd' openly, p. 14. that you now 


heid all Wane frm was taught by Chriff avid = 


bis. - Apoſtles; Which Profeſſion reaches ro a//this Prints 
of Faith; and net anely-to your: Ground of Faith. 1-raſt 
confels you render'd rhat Prteſlion' infigyificant,' and 
cancell'd the: dbkgarion as foon” as you had made it, in 
the: Explication of thoſe words immediately follow- 
ing ;: which. makes:thofe hearty. expreſſions [ 4b/olarely 
Certain of all the fame Doflrin] amount to nao = 
ur 
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ny! Books) or.ithe leaſt Semblance of. redfon;” for : ma- 
king: this Skewing Explication, but to ſhuffle off your | 
ro0 large Conceſlion, I will confeſs my ſelf too ſhallow 
to fathom the profound depthi#f your inſcrutable ſenſe. 
Reſolve 'then your. Faith; in| God's Name, into what 
. you will, {0 you but thew- us an: om # agary 


Comexion, between the Points | refo/ved,” and'the Rule 
ioto'which\you profeſs to refalve it ' Otherwiſe 'tis 
no Reſolution of F ns : i comays indy of Mo- 
tives winding it up tothe Firſt Truth,or God's infinite ve- 
\racity, hangs ſlack. - Such Ing ce” ſerves not for 
Faith,which mult be indiflolubIyeo theFormal 
Motive of all purFaith; elſe the Refolution of it may be 
: ſhatter'd, and broke to pigges by the: way, ere we come 
yt there. - Which if it may, then'the Re n 1s'no. Reg 
2:88 _ Solution, for- that ſpeaks Connexion of the 7h and, 

Faith! thys- reſolv'd: may / perhaps all 'be "Falſe, nnd 1d 
is.»o Faith: Tis your work then to: ſhew-in parti 


cular 
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to it; and-ot In 8 
oops 
Points'-of Fas more when” it dees "the" Soc 
whoohive "the ſatis! Ruke, and pri N36 Piles it as. 
mucus you'ds for' your hears/" 2nd Ds noK 
mh Arete" they” rake”'t 
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phony words 10! the confeng of cf nie" ages, bo 
ow? [Grounds d6' not "alleW''it Hfalare KO oat. 
in oi wes om rs 
Qei rf fres 99, 
vinarm eaſe: And Hs either by'your* Rule and 
Ew you car arrive thus wo.” at the Senſe of 
Beſt of by” riothing, 1f you could once Sets Ab- 
-olute Certainty>convitiee'the'Socinians"of BPR 
againſt-+Clexf'Trarh by-\your- Riley *bri(Methidg; 
botly togethet; Vrhean, - # you could>ridke ie tleari'ts 
thety that! your Rate (of 'Faith,? cannior*þoHibly* bei? 
any other" \Se\!&; ſo - that-the' indifferent” -part"of- the 
world judg'd them wilful udherers'to'e'fulſe Hrerpre- 
wy -or that your cout! lence: chemi, "ape REN 
nha adhering! 6'it, yourwe! 
thi 7 Otherwiſe;" your, 'Nafring! | ide" Til fror'2lie 
Abſolute Cece: 'of er de Evettho/p, 44, you 
preterided to'' 641 4bjolurtly Cer * 40, 
and'ralking tous of noth ary $ Gamd- is 
| thao NS Webs K '&'s Reſt $a 
ally>'m A ours” $ ior, 
wid © you $0 ſpoke :bfull rhbottrif, Which'i deg 
Hticultir' Point; 10' that 'by 'All-it "ſeems 
imeans'Mone woego hore ati. 6 you oy ne The 
{h9 here!” berWoet!! th&"FofAriry: 
Ban Caf! Cotes Motonend "rho oY lA et 
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(and indeed onely foot it-oughr toſtand on; and(which 
& worſe is perhaps againſt your ſelf You reſemble the 
Holy Scripture to a purſe fall of Gold and Silver ; left 
=_ Father, and entruſted to Exectit6urs ; who! tell his 
n, this is all his Father left him-;- and, if they deal 
truly with him, do certainly deliver-all it contains, This 
the Primitive Charch; Chriſ®s Execttours, did; by de- 
livering us the Scripture ; and afſiying us aft Divine 
Trurhs, which reſpe& Muns S#tvation; were contain'd 
there in the Lamp ; among which, fome were Gold Points, 
ſome Sylver Points ; but, having the Parſe of Seripture, 
we have the one as- well as the-other, and, eonſequent- 
ly, all: matters neceſſary to'our Salvation, theſe-being 
of. greateſt toment, - Thus ſtands the Similitnde, for, 
run * cannot; and the fumm of it ( as farasT apprehend 
it ) amounts to this; that, becauſe Scripture comrains all, 
and Proteſtants have Scripture, therefore, they have all. 
A ſtrange kind of Diſcourſe! Asif,* becauſe 'they have 
itin a Book, therefore;they have it in their Meds or Souls, 
in which, and, no where elſe, Faith is to refide: Arid 
as if a Man, were a'jot the more learned, for having 
purchaſt Ariſtotles Works, and reading, and not under- 
ſtanding = aw hs e- , 
21. 1 could except apainſt divers particulars, preſam? 
on, in this Similitude; as; that you Amewphd 45 we 
Certainty of your having the whole Scripture that' was 
writ, or, that it contains a// Divine Revelations ; or, that 
you have'the rigttr Copy" toevery material parricle in 
ie, chat may: ſignify Faihi, 'that is, iced righe Scrip- 
ture; Oe. (or therigtit Puy/e,- &e; > Bir, Tam more con- 
cern'd for fotne plaaſtble Irfintrarions'in'this Similitude, 
which may hazard to- corrupt: the Reader's Judgment, 
For, however, you dedline and avoid it, yet the gene- 
rality of Readers, the 2a L och of 


the 


( A2.- ) 


the Certainty of the Grounds-of their Faith, they imme- 
diately- apprehend they-are to-be Certain of the parti- 
cular Points of. their: Faith by vertue of thoſe Grounds, 
And, *tis'a;common Errour in- many; of an-indifferent 
good Judgment, (I. wiſh it did-not fway with ſome who 
paſs for grear Schollars ) that, when a thing eafily ſinks 
into. thar 'Apprebenſion; they are: apt;ta conceit it to 
be a, 7ruth, When, .. theretore they hear of: a- Purſe, 
which. is a thing.very <caſy to'open, ( it being no more 
but pulling two ſtrings which uſe to. run very glib; ) 
and, that Scripture is it: many regards, here compar'd 
to a, Purſe ; they are-/preſently inclin'd to; fancy, that, 
Scripture's ſenſe is as eaſy;;to:be come at, as'tis ro take 
money out of a Purſe: :?Tis-but plucking thoſe eaſily 
following ſtrings, .and thedeed is done. Buf, alas ! Here 
lies. all the diMculty. The Arians, - Novatians, Socini- 
ans, &c, have all ot them-this Purſe, yet are never the 
richer ;. but, for want of 'skill to- open it; and ger. the 
Gold and Silver thence, they go away empty, or wople. 
Now , certainly, thoſe high points, viz. A Trinity, 
Chriſt's Divinity,; the Real Preſence, -Sc. Should de- 
ſerve to. be. reckon'd among(t the Go/dex Ones ; and, 
therefore, ſhould be as moſt valuable, ſo moſt eaſily at- 
tainable ; being of. the higheſt import for the Church, or 
the Body of Chriſtianity, Yet, 'ris granted the Socini- 
ans, Err in the two firſt of thoſe Points, for all their a- 
cuteneſs and wit, 1 —__ next againſt the reſembling 
bs ' the Contents of it to Go Silver; which certainly 
enrich tho are ; of ſuch a Purſe; where» 


a " SeQts lay: claim. to that Purſe too; with equal 
wy 


, coming, to-.open- it by their Interpretation, 
the Droſs of-Exrour for the pure Gold:of Truth, 


OY 
-poyſoning 4Zerefies. for means of Salvation. Had 
tot! DEG math; and, that you will 


needs 
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needs have .it a Purſe, 'I-ſhould beg'your leave to put it 
thus : Suppoſe that Purſe's Mouth were tycd\up-with a 
knot of ſuch a myſterious contrivance, that none could 
open it ( I mean ſtill, as tothe underſtanding the My- 
ſteries of our Faith ) but thoſe who knew rhe Mind of 
the Bequeather ; and, that the'Church,” ro which: it was 
left 'as a Legacy, had knowledge of | his Mird,: and: [o 
could open it; while others tortur'd their Wits with 
little tricks and inventions, turning and winding the- 
ambiguous folds of ir, ſome one way,” fome another ; 
and yet entangled their own:thoughts,' more and more, 
while-they went about to unty the Knors* that1o. per- 
plex't rhem. | | 

22+. This is the true caſe. You make account contain- 
ing does all the buſineſs; whereas” 'tis hothing ar all to 
our purpoſe, "which is (in the final Intention of it ) a- 
bout the: 46/olute Certainty' of your Faith ; unlefs we 
bave equal aſſurance” that you carr get out thence what's 
contain'd there, as you pretendro have, that '7i3 contain'd. 
Now, it cannot be deny'd,' tur: the Primitive Church 
was imbu'd with Chriſt; by the Preaching of the 
Apoſtles and their im Succeffours z and fo had 
2 ſure and proper Way” to interpret Scripture ; 'and, 
while this ſenſe was'ſtill deliver'd down, they could not 
fail of an aþbtolutely Certain Rule.to underſtand it right, 

Bur, there ſteps up now- one Heretick, then another,” 
oppaſing\ himſelf to:the ſexſe: bf the. Church 3/ and, re- 
lying on-the dextery of his own wit, wilt [needs find 
out contrivances how to open the Scripture's Meaning 
by. wayes of his private: Skill : But falls into multitudes 
of Errours, finding no way to ' unfold the deeply-my- 
{terious Book ; having: refus'd«to:make uſe of the right 
means,-w{z. Chriſt's ſenſe defcending in;the Chnrch by 
Tradition. Whence,' notwithſtanding all his-little Arts 
F 2 and 


( 44) 
and-.boaſting| preſumption like / the -Fox- in the Fable, 
Vas lambit, Pultem non attingit. : 
23. Miſtake me not : Ido not mean Scriptures 
teris not.clear in ſuch paffages as concern Cammon 
or the Ten Commandments ; with the Senſe 
of which every one is imbu'd by the Light of Nature. 
Nor in matters of Fact; ſuch as were moſt of thoſe Marks 
osSigns to know the Mefftas by, forctold us by the Pro» 
phets ; our Saviour's doing fuch-and fuch Miractes, his 
ving beyond Jordan, &c. Nor in Parables explain'd by 
Pine and fuch like. But, in Dogmatical Points or Ze+ 
nets, which are Spiritual, and oftentimes 1 ona My- 
eries, (and, of theſe, by the way, I deſire (till to- be un- 
rſtood, when I ſpeak ofthe mty of the Letter- or 
Senſe of Scripture, for with other. Imeddle not) 
as the Tenet of a Trinity, Chriſt's. God-head, rhe Real 
Preſence of his Body. in the Sacrament; and ſuch hike ; 
which have a vaſt Influence upotr Chriftian Life; cither 
anmediately, or elſe in a higher Nature, _ (as it 
were ). Principles to; many other Articles of Faith, 
which depend on their T would verily think, 
I ay, that ſuch as theſe *e ſome of your Goldex 
Points, orelſe there were noae at all contain'd in your 
Parſe : Yet, we experience, That even in ſuch as theſe, 
yourRule is notintelligible enough to keep the Followers 
"of it fromerring. So that, let your Purie: havenever ſo 
Golden and Sihuer a linirig, you are never the richer, un- 
leſs youcan come at it, or can. certainly diſtinguiſh the 
Gold of Truth from the impure Droſs of'Errour. 
our Simtlirude then comes not home to- your pur- 
poſe, nor ſhews that you have therefore all your Faith, 
or - all Divine Revelations, becauſe you have a Book 
which you judge contains them. Let's ſee now if it 
does. not make againſt you. You put the my : 
oints 


: 


| (45). | 
org we" to be the Guan Silver comtair din 
the Purſe; conſequently” rhac ut be the Purſe 
into which that Doftrin of Faith as put by Chriſt ovr 
Saviour; and this was evidently the _ Heads, and 
Hearts of the Faithful. For the Points of Faith, be- 
ing io magy Divine Truths, are onely contain'd ih 
Men's Mizds properly ; and, "Words being, by their 
very Definition, but Sizes of what isin our Minds, 
Truths are no more r in a Book, than Wine is re- 
ally in 'a Buſþ which ſignifies-it. Since then thoſe 
Truths were onely in the Breaſt of Chrif Originally, 
and, after " in ar of the yp, ah, their 
Thoughts could not be communicared, nor conſequent- 
lythe Gold and Silver deliver'd:to the Legatees, other- 
wile thang by fignifying it, which can onely *be done 
by one of thele ways, by Living Voice and Prattice, 
or by Writing; that is by Traditios or Scripture, nei- 
ther of theſe can» with -any Senſe be liken'd to the 
Purſe it (elf, into which che money is to be put, or 
 an{wer comparatively tot ; but they are both of them 
Wayes, Means or Methods of putting theſe heavenly 
Riches into it's Proper Purſe, the Souls of the Faithful. 
Of thele two Ways our Saviour choſe the  Firft; 'which 
was Teaching his. Do@rin oraZy, for he writ nothing ; 
and by doing thus, told us it was the better : . For, it had 
been againſt his Infinit Wiſdom to chuſe the worſer wa 
for Hinaſelf £ make ule of, and leave the betrer to his 
Servants. Nor, did his ſervants, the Apoſtles, affe& 
the Way of Writing, ſoas to uſe it ovely ; but, on'the 
centrary, they made uſe of this Ora! Way of Preaching 
conſtantly, and that of Writing (for the moſt part at leaſt, 
if not altogether) occafionally. They converted the pre- 
ſeat Church by their Preaching; they comforted the fu- 
ture Church by leaving many moſt edifying Words, and 
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 Ations of our Bleſſed Saviour, Written; which being 


Particulars,” and not breaking out openly into Chriſtian 
Praftice, might otherwiſe in likelihood, - (at leaſt to a 
great degree.) have been loſt to ſucceeding generations ; 
beſides the abetment their Writings give ro Faith: is ſelf, 


 whencertainly interpreted;- and rightly. underſtood. So 


that, according to this diſcourſe of yours we ſhould et- 
ther have never a Purſe to: put Points of Faith in, for 
you take no notice .of the Souls of the Fairhful into 
which they are, properly put, and in which onely- they 
are-in reality-contain'd : Or, if you will needs call that 
a Purſe which contains them meerly as a Sigs does the 
thing fig»:fyd, or as that which 'ma bgnity tous our 
Faith, you mult put two, Purſes: Trad7tion and Scripture : 
And then the onely Queſtion is, out of which Purſe, 
weccan with more-Certainty 'get /it. That is, whether 
a Living Container, which can give us perfect light of it's 
Seuſe by *all the beſt ways umnaginable; or the Dead Let- 


- ter, which, as . Experience demonſtrates, -can neither 


clear ,it's Senſe to Private Underſtandings ; nor, if we 
doubt of it's Meaning, and had a mind to ast it, could ei- 


. ther hear or reply, -much lcſs pertinently, -and appoſite] 


ſpeak tothe: Asker as oft as he had occaſion to preſs ſtill 
tor: ſatisfation- Again, the Written Inſtrument or 
Means of putting this heaven-ſtampt coyn in our Souls, 


- 45 an Ignoble Inſtrument .in compariſon; being in re- 
- ality, -as to it's Material: part, or-taken as abitracted 


. - 


from the Sacred Senſe which'is fignify'd by it,” nothi 
but.Iok thus figur'd on Paper. Whereas, the materia 


- part of the other is the mplt Noble that can be found 


under Heavenir ſelf: viz. the Church which all-Chriſti- 
ans muſt acknowlegge'to be the Spouſe of Chriſt, the 
Pillar and Ground of Truth, and contiſting of the Living 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; That, for whoſe edificati- 


On 


(47) 
on_the Scripture was writ ; and, ſo, holds proportiott 
with it as the: Means does with the End, which is in a: 
manner Infinit. -Nay, That, for which all the Mate- 
rial World was created, and the Oeconomy of- it. (hill 
carry d on, from the firſt beginning of Time to it's laſt 
Period. Laſtly, *That for whoſe fake God himſelf,was 
made Man, and dy a, moſt cruel Death on x 


So that 'ris unconceivable, that it can enter -int ; 
thoughtsofany intelligent man who believes thisto bethe 
due CharaQer of the Church, there ſhould: be any com- 
petition betwixt the Letter of Scripture and ir,” or that; 
it can pollibly be doubted to which of them (all things 
conſider'd) we ought to attribute molt in looking after 
Faith. But, to return to your (imilitude. - The ſum of 
it is this: That the Gold and Silver you ſpeak of, bein 
the Dudtrin of Faith z not the, Scripture, but the Heads 
and Hearts of the Faithful, (that is, of the Church) 
does really and indeed conrain it; and, conſequently, 
this- onely can with any propriety. be compar'd to. a 
Purſe, That, both Tradition and Scripture are to be 
liken'd to the ſeveral Ways of putting the, Heavenly 
Treaſure of Faith, into this Purſe, or Faith into' the 
Souls of the Faithful. Laſtly, that taking them as con- 
taining them, as ſignes do the things ſignity'd, it is not 
their containing this Treaſure does us any good, bur the 
delivering it ot tous; no more than a man. is better for 
havinga Trunk full of Money fo circumſtanc't that: he 
could never: come at it 7 and, that, between theſe zwo 
ways of coming at this Treaſure, or their delivering it 
out tous there is no compariſon, whether we regard the 
Intelligibleneſs, or Providential Eſtabliſhment of thoſe 
reſpe&ive Inſtruments in order to ſuch an End. So that 
our ſ{imilitude, how prettily ſoever it look'r at firſt, 
hath one, misfortune very common to ſuch bne uſeleſs 
toys, 


« ry. 
amus 


wir by Chrift and his Apoſtles. 1 ask you then, 
what- do you mean by thoſe words Coecefſa ' for Sal- 
vation} which mince the matter fo warily? Do you 
' think Chriſt taughrany anneceſary Points, or did a need- 
' kefs ation! Sure you will not ſay it. And yet'my ſelf will 
grant too, and agree with you that fewer Meansthan the 
Knowledge of al Chrif taught, may ſuffice for the 
Salvation of ſome particular perſons. What follows 
then, but, that, fince they are all neceſſary for ſome 
body; 'and-yet not all neceſſary - for every. particu» 
lar perſon, more of them are neceffary. for ove man 
than for avocher, and all of them neceſſary for the bod 
oftheChurch : whoſe Paſtotrs are to inſtrutt their Chil- 
- - dreninthem, and apply the Efficacy of them to their 
e Souks, 'as their capacities admit, and-exigencies require. 
For, tho fome few may be faved wirtout the knowledge 
_ of ſuch & ſuch Points,(flender Motives being enough tor 
their circumftances,) yet multitudes of others may re- 
quireincomparablymore effeftual Means, to baoy them 
up from the World,and raife them to heaven;and ſoghey 
would certainly mifcarry for want of them, Particu- 
larly, the points now mention'd, are 'of ſuch a _bigh 
and general Tnfluence, that, without theſe, the Devo- 
tion of a very great portion of the Church, would be 
enfeebled, many of the Souls rhat want them be loſt 
eternalffy, and others be bur dim Stars in the Glorious 
Firmainent of Heaven, im compariſon of what they 
Og might 
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\Cfor ris 
& unpoſſible to prove the la-' 
ter. but our Rule) then you areas tar from-your Faith 
as.evers forme other. F Maris! 
AblalutebsiCertainyito ure: you that fuch and, tubly a 
Ferſe,- which you: would: quote. and-rely on'for ſuch 
and. ſuch a/Point.. of Faith; oay, tht main/and/ moſt fig- 
n;ficant-Ward:in that Verſe is true Scriptare'> which® 1 
am fure[you-cannot+ For, what:'Teſtimony elſe catibe- 
invented /'t9.do this, if the other, which was! of the 
whole |Chyiſt ian Church, reach''it? Is there any 
pollible Rag to aſcertain t hihur by our DoQtrin-Rule 2. 
Yom this: occaſion, (pray inform me with, what reafon 
refle& ſo feyerdly T5. 0m the'Church of 
Rows: for notxece Gig Ds the Rolle le'to the Hebrews in St. 
Hieron's, Time, afſoon as other Churches ;-and;'-noron- 
the Greek Churches, (which; you uſe to. prefer before 
the Latin) who, in the ſame Father's time; 'refus'd to 
admit-the Apocalypſe? + The accepting or not rs es 
ſych Books, even;according to-your-own:Dodrin,: de- 
peaded;on their being, fatished, of the Evidence:produced 
for their $/ack 50 Authority 31: and: fo was! an Adt of 
Prudence, antecedent tothe: the-Jadement or Determination 
of any;Chureh,. whether Greek or[Latin. . But, 10/utt- 
replo ble. is: your: pique againſt the/Church of Rome, 
—_ canact, act pridert Lk withour forkeiting het 7- 
br: fulibilny ; Tho!, another. man would: have arknow- 
ledg'g,.it was rather, a-very commendable cauriouſneſs 
inthe Latin & Greek Church too, not to-admit into: ſuch 
a ſacred Roll, Books-that were'nat yet clearly. prov'd to 
be Shopticplys, ſuch ; thao a-blameable. Lapſe," or "fo 
wir Crine,.that —— it,/ſhe rods 
ve 


loſe all her Title to Chrilt's promisd Afliſtance. .  4.-'o- 
Ih x yes Me 1 onto: ak; _n what "__ 

of Your Rwle, and, xently, of Yonr.Fairh'all-that/ 

while'> If the Letter of the Canoni - that is,'of 


the whole Canon of the New Teftament be your Rule, and 
thoſe'Books were part of this Canon, ah ao paſs 
rily be part of -your Rule roo'; whence'it follows that- 
your Rule was -nat-Zvtire, but deficient for- ſome, hitn-\ 
dreds of years, till the whole Canon was ColleSed and: 
Aeknowledg'd. I ſee you do but complement with he: 
Primitive [Church of the firſt 300 years; and, that you 
onely cry it up: to avoid the unkindneſs, 'which the fuc- 
ceeding Ages thew. to. yaur:Cauſe; forg Rt who 
rine, you cannot but hold ghar the Ages which: folow'd 
it, are to be prefer'd : Since Theſe had your zytire Rule, 
the Others wanted ſome parts of it ad arid es held 
but three:parts of it, ha - bi it, or 7 and fo, by your 
Principles, were but three quarters or baif Chriſtians) 
according as the ſeveral pieces -came' by degrees to be' 
acknowledg'd, and univerſally accepted. 1 doubt Mr. 
- M's Diſcourſe about the . Number of Books, more per- 
' plexes you, than yourare willing'to/make ſhew of. For, 
Yay, how mazxy of theſe, Books go''to make up your 
of Faith? If any one, or fome-few; then you thould 
not 'haye ſtood upon the Canon” ive have now ;  that'is, 
all the Apoſtolical Books, or Scriprare-ins general. If 
| all the Canonical Writings be your Rule,. then per 
the Primitzve Chriſtians had bur haff their Faith,or /eſs ; 
it.may be exe at. all, becauſe, wanting yet thoſe other 
Books, they wanted neceſſary places to' compare: thoſe 
Texts with they 7 had; which is a-great'/part 
of your Method to find out your Faith in Scripture: 
Pray, ſatisfy -us about'this exact Number of Botks; and 
how. many will juſt ſerve the turn; a hah. 
; | ung 


A 


» © "<4" es 


aber if it ap to have been for ſome time bur half 
a Purſe, and wanted ove fide of it, at leaſt. had a great 
Hole in it 116 that you putusinto an , that 
many: of 'the Gold Uh Sihuer Points might have dropt 
outof it in the time of the Primitive Church ; by which 
Church notwithſtanding, and no- other, in our diſputes 
about Faith, you ſeem heartily on_y ro be judg'd, Bur, 2: 3: 
kt wider a little the Conſent of al (your)! Chrifam De. 51% rſs 
Charches for Seriptare, you make ſuch brags'of. If the Letter.' p. 7. 
firſt-place marches and leads'the Van, your' Chriftak 
Churchiof the Noble Arch-Heretick Marciou, who blots 

ted out of the'Canon the Epiſtle to the * Hebrews, that (4) rpiphan. 
to Zitus; and both thoſe to Timothy ; who admitted one br. 24. n. ge. * 
ly St; Luke's Goſpel to be Divine, and Arejected all the 
Epiſtles of St. Paws, -as an Apoſtate from the Law. Int the 
next rank, go abreaſt thoſe three Famous Chriſtian Chur- 
ches of Ebion, alentinas, and Cerinthage Of which 
(rhe Firſt admitted onely St. Matthews Goſpel ; the © ne* wh 
(©) fecond, onely St. Fohr's ; and the third, onely Sf. (4) Iren. lib.2. 
Mar#s.” After chin, come others, 


by Sr. Cap. 26, 
*Hierom and Epiphanius, who in a _ qrort-4 all ,.. NY 


Anto doubt ; Py if Faith d in thoſe-days a Euftoch. in 
on the comp Ing, © f places; for, ; we held that diverſe Preem. Ep. ad 
things -both in 3: 01d Teſtament andthe New, were —_ BpiPs 
not inſpir'd/by 6 0 D, but writ by a Humai ſpirit. I 
need not acquaint ou,that Luther, Brentins & Chemnitins, 

did revive the old Doubts about the Epiſtle ro the Hee 
brews and the Apocalypſe, of later dayes. - Nor _ be 
recounted how many Orthodox Chriſtian Churches did 
not accept diverſe” Books formerly. ' And, thy fe. 
wards, as'you"fay well, they came 1 awake 


the 


(b) Iren. lib.3. 
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2. 4. preach't.and;prattis'd.-: Rregeh of T1 
be: tion, and the 'larganeſs -be,taken fromthe 
$ largeneſs of the. firit Atteſtation'; -and /all that* atter- 
Ages can do, when they atteſt ſuch-things, 15 to wit- 
neſs that they - received: it from : fome- others ;: buf* fo, 
that the Tradition was'ſtilli/zarrower asit came nearer 
Ay the fountain ; which vety-much weakens it; ' By what 
other Lights'the Churchguidedher felf in. her accep- 
ting ſuch and.ſuch -Books:for Canonical Scripture, be- 
longs. to another place, - Your. Tradition then was yot 
myer{al for.Scripture in the firſt 300 years, and its O- 
riginal Atteſiggion was weak in.comparifon of that Which 
= Þ.20. 32-4 have little to fay: to your Explicit -or Implicit 
+=: Points egotain'd inScripture-: For, I ſee they are bath 
+... equally. to,no' purpoſe; while but .contain'd-there, till 
; ol ts You ring.us a Rule to! interpret the Letter withib/olute 
—TR— ertainty. If anyvought to be explicitely there, - none can 
+. haye ſo gooda Title to it asthoſe high and-moſt Funda- 
_ | mental Articles ſpoken-.of ſo often; yet. we ſee there 
' are no. places ;producible for 'thew, 'but may have other 
ſenſes given;them ; and;bear{as c erie thews us) 
+ ye ended;. and,; for ought'we know, endleſs Dil- 
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Ss: ou' afhirm-a 1d 
Plicit Points wil become | 


| G8 FP booth upoatlie Rabble; 


nk into. them. ; Nor.caiut prejudice their :Realbnzithar 
| >" 0 | the 


are, for the diſcoveri # nhfleriows Tracts and 
- withall appointed by 'God to teach them ; "ris far more 
Rational. to /abaW#r to::tberr Judgments inf ſuch things; 
that to ofe theirows.. | But, indeed, you have - reaſon to 
ſtand-up tor your Sober Engquirery for all Ring-leaders of a- 
ny Hereſy, or Faction- againiſtthe nn pe this 
very Method in their p! (s; "The Spirit of Pride, 
which'poſſeſt them, - i principled them with rheſe Rati- 
onal and Peaceable Maxims, that they -had Authority to 
judge their Judges, teach their Teachers, dire# their 
Guides, and that their own' Wit excelPd that"of all the 

; © World before 1 - But;'when a 'FaQtion was forn 
into a good lulty Body; the Scriptare-Rule was laid 4 
ſideagain ; ſo that *tis doubtful whether we have had e- 
- ver a Sober_Exquirer. ſince, as was ſhewn in my Firſf . 
33-: You deſire to' ſee this Power: of the Church in 
Scripture in Expreſs Terms ; and'we' tell you we'need 
notlet you ſee it in Scripture at all: for Tradition, & even 
Common Senſe, tells us, that the Church has Potver to 
feed, and inſtru her Flock; and enlighten them in 
what ſhe knows, and "they are ignorant of. © If you 
demand how the Roman Charch' 'came by” this 
knowledge'of making Implicit Poms Zxplicit 2 T an- 
fer, by *Tradition, giving her the Senſe of Chriſt's 
whole Law, and each Intire 'point of it ; and by the 
es 
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ines:of Faick), more dearly now.; which ſhe 
ecd hefore,burdid norſo diſtinctly look inrothemn, 

or '{er her ſelf to' explain chew.” But pray, what expreſs 
'prure has' your Sober Enquirer for his Power to make 


Scri 


yang meu epates oy ret» apr over 
agreed ſes | 21,.W y-this ſhould be --bat-not.one 


word of 5 Scriptare'do'you pretendtofor-it: And 
if himſelf pretend torany fuch Power, "befides that it 
will look «little odd that God ſhould take-more care'of 
private mes than of his Church, | let him\either fliew 
us: he has'better means Natural or Supernatural £6: do 
this, than che:Church has, 'or be diſcovers hisPride and 
Folly both'to pretend to' ir,” You'ſay-p./24; that the 
Church of Rome has no-where detlir'd »» Canmril it has a- 
#y ſuch Power”; viz. to declare explicitly Points imply'd 
in- Scriptures - Bury" Fivſt; you iney plea roknow Tt 
bas made'ſuct a declerarion' Sea '24'' where ir d&fines 
that-it belongs to- tht Charehz*paiticare db'verr' ſenſu ct 
interpretatione © Scripturarum, -40 judge" true'ſenſe, 
and Interpretation of Scriptare ;"Nexe.It, recording! Y, 
proceeds-upon this Power,” as'T ftalÞ manifeſt by three 
fovtral"Inſtances.' ''One- Sell ?x 31 cap. 4. Where cit ex- 
ins thoſe Texts; ' Lac 39\\ Jo."6 and E£vF. rr, tobe 
cant of being truly Chriſt's Body,” and4eclares thence 
that the Church was ever © perſwaded of the. Doarin of 
Tranſubſtantiation. Another, Self. 14; "cap. 7, Where 
irdeclaresthe Text, 'r Cot." t:" Let a mth examin himſelf, 
&s. ito» be uaderſtood by the Cyſome"Cor PrafticeY of 
the Church; of, | Sacramental- Confeſſion, hee nrets th 'be 
us'd before: receiving the Sacrament by all thoſe who 
are conſcious to themſelves of mortal fu. The Third, 
Sel. 14./cap.'t where'it greey/paboy that Text of S.'Fames 
cap. '5.' *to be” by | Apoſtolicat © Tradtihn' underſtood - 
) the 


o thay they: 

"the Ce declaring caphgnly Phoots, deſcend- 
iz by. Tradition, makes .no' new... Articles:'of- Sls 
iſcours't above, Se2. :44555,63 pany Mibichs 
may. ee. that Mr,-G, and Mn, rw wean 2 ha 
.peeds.;{e5;at. variance;. are /\notwit 
good Fri For,7iF-the knew che 
hich is.'contam'd inthat place, before the 
is-O rig, the.declaringiit pore hgnis'd: by. 

| - .perhapsNew. 1+1-Jay: perhaps 
ages; much in uſein:the Churches 

carbon hagers riot but 


14r $a ray 
APMr.i Gs :Denon/tration; 


oy refer ene fo Þ 
it m eff, - tt-off npan an 
17 Jo. 4.conld; hand, Jan. rd  Hlqnds af "it 


ere 94 ing bY #5596 
: miſtaking, every. hong. ahi Council of 77 
vith:rhe-Church of Rome Carhard Task one w 

on 15 by pretending t0-interprot Scripture according to 
the \ unanimous Jenſe. of the Fathers; whichyou. judge 
contradifls the mating known, and ob{iging Men ta belieue 
that e [a4 which they were\nvt oblig d tochy any 
'p or. 5 pln. What- njean'the woods 
Le To [They,) If they ſignify; all men; and-intend'to 
| thoſe. imply'd d Points: before, 


TI + * pans 


> # +» 


| der, we 


phts'a5 Faik fuſs a "thay 1 ' it was much more 
impotkible' ſhould nnanimiyy contradiiFthioſe Points. 


op 6 my, TE be: $y the 
ome \ 'tne” 
welt cof in their for ih your Ang 
For the Tntentlon of the Fathers in that-Decree (Sf 
4) was to reprels the inſadenty of Hereticks wreſting 
the Setipture to their own private ſentiments [contr 
to the Senſe of the Church, or the unaitimous Confent of the the 
oof ng . And how this i iS direttly contr ir hs this pow 
ingt6 believe ſomthing, as'in'Seriprure,” ex- 
nr? 9-H OE ach was tot fo known Zefore, is un- 
ble; unleſs you wy prove that that Explicit 
Senſe is diretly contrary to he ' unanimous Conſerſt 
of 'the Fithers « or the Church, 'which you? will ne- - 
V do. ' oY a trivial?  Fatp loit to Mr.- M 
ky with V 6."or 'the- Church of Rome with the 
Council. of Trent ; you can make that very "Church 
claſh td her re per þſa Roma —and that openly 
and profetſed NLIFoK y, whiclis moſt wonderful, fall 
our "with her UF about her own Prer6gatives.” For, 
you tell bs p. 23:thartbv' # bas afſim's this! Poer'now 
ſpoken 'of,, yet_ it ff diſownd it; Now toafſume a Pow- 
er, is to challog it; and to'Yiſown it, is to renoumee'it; 
whi W:; operher much after the rate of! all your 
Diſcourſe hitherto: ©\This ' Cliureh of -Rome'45/a' moſt 
rmonf{fous kind of Creature It' goes backwards, nds 
wards, blowsitd ſaps} detlares for and bgainft, 
at once; butiwe x Inhagin her tobe ſuch onely #$ 
the flands') 7d in"Dri S's Fancy. 
34. Your\main'St em ro-elnde'all this diſcourſe 
Hans yet to be more tully —_—_ tho" it has been 
OCCas 


for it too, ONE TT i Dip = 
Orin er Fa. ECETET. il 
on or apobing it, to 


ny op pam point or ig that But 
you pecking Che] Net 


| your Points. of Faith at once as., 
that,”risthe __ ng we are: 
mg againſtall the w $400 rt; 
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daments! Points, it has wer to 
L bo \econ i Ground 


is noGroxnd of Faith at 
Grewnd,. till; we. fee ;it groun TL 

y-imports's Ration ag = 69 
you py. well ,prove a man a ft 0 " out {A 


1ng he 2 LIAR. pad L y thing Re be a "rieyed 
yzchout luch,a, Paints \ On 
i hn aging our caſe) with fleet; vianty. Pray, 
take tha that glong with you e, YU turn 301 
backco the Queſtion, 2d run away fi the op- 
£02 Field. Tis tedious and .meaſur 


to. hear you ſtill ra/king, and Priten h 
ore ppg adic he Fae, yet 0 boy 
2 ow TY MY 1 {707 A "201 


wi 44 & 


with- the Zerrer on which tis built, asto-give Ab Ns 
_— -of it 4 all that are competent, Judges of the 
See of Words Which /the.;Experience of., all Ages 
confutes, and. ancionn yrs 6 Witneſs 0 | 
5 die Socinians and others./\T 


heley that is: 
cannot come at'it's j arear gs 
were: lodk/orup.in a Trvok) you are/in; 
Oktiſtivn \gat | 

p) ah thetuwast 


Shin of 


notigh to. apr dn out wy 
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_ © Þolurion of your Faith>you gives po\agp'O 


o/ #0 ho of ink Bape can' haven leſs 
th Merdooode Evidence for it's Cauſe,” Bur, 
ealily prove Mankind has'no Eyes'to IX = 
about toſhew that the Liete 
in'order to: tlie” Uiſcovery" of ped a ary evennin” —_— 
higheſt and- moſt concerning Pounts of jour-Chyiſt 
Belief." Fifthly, Tis pleafantroobſeryE Whats 


(fay you) is 14ſolo'tints" 
as and hots 4 "built on '7h6 
Hiely 6 Certain. S.. _ am Fr indeed, a 
Tradition of the gp ern 
 or-nothing; unleſs you wil 'edabl yur ſelves my 
| Phanaticks'or Pagans: ind: looks 

ibly to Tay, that? fo i bailt on the fox 
ir abſolutely Certain; for *ris a grear Truth.” - Bur 

ly Point: 4 ſtil,” Are you utelyicertain ! by ! we 
; ;"that rp racy is wane? ona the(Werd of 
God * You ſay, indeed; 
-pretendiio'" tas your Greas 


too; 'and, *ris not about your, 
1ft0'be-fuch, that we 


P IF 
the world 'd&'as much as tans to, aid yet are no 
leſs” Herefies: than if they-did none..ot-this; : 'Tis'your 
Pzoving no be yur Gran (and that an Abſolately Cer- 
tain one too). which! we-/would-be' ar”; bur, we 

coinplain you flinch-from the 'onely” ching in- Diſpure 
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dong es alas? Fat, of you doug 


denie to mitke enter nyt gan 


2nd;thatthey Veildrhece glans EE | 


fit; &1 RVOWA Y: do'f 
an; Chilly a x inhy ya orgiour 


ty Certain 2 Will you aHow rheſe ME de 
tor them, or, that their-wicked/Zrrours aretherefore! ttwe 
Faith and ; dlplarch Certabn,becau(e theji atledes all this! 
And can, 2m be; ſo'unceaſanable as to.expeart weſhould 
paſs. that, fora good Argumenty:ona concuveReaſont 
prove you. have Abſolute Certdinty'for your Faith, \which 
your elf As when. 'tis alledg di for:thew;; nay, 
whigh;yes. mult diſallow; ang deel 2unlels:yowv 

will patyooizeglir 4 ears Pray; Jay. yourdand 
hag en =7 I anx(furs;! 215, avore. Four! 
iohed Cage than mite,. you ) ano 4 Gar 
hy any ela". acme poten 
\1 aaa The: P/llor mor of 

rut 
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he 
F 83 Se. 


Ceigce my bes YA. 
re; 1 forall is with'a 


'thed'of 
' dfi-your pa 
ries,js ſtill poſed rhe eh 
\pra6 


onthow be » 


; tho' it 


pc 


doko fhe fe 
or Synod of Proteſtants Gan tell fee 
tot ” in ſo far they roolgmeſo od the Proteſt avt 
s.]-Where we-{ee hegives every ſober E: 
haavets judge of Councils, even tho" General ones; for he 
excepts # and himſelf Thews'theny the” way)" by 
Judging & Cenſuring'he Councils" of His '6wnChurth, 
35- Another ſcruple yer' remains incumbent-on you 
to alear;\ which: is, that, by" your patting it upon My. 
G> to-prove yoU- have not: Abſdtare Cerr ertainty 2s In 
Rule 6f your Fairh, "and! by Your-Innate' Antipat 
pa HO, /*tovery dabiousWherker! pl 
hold the Tradition of all Chriſtiza Churches 


Abſolutely Certain; event for the Scriptare; however to 


fave TG: Wir, you rhey preteride 'feari 
defiying'it tight iledify Ale Soc you M4 Net 


" 


: 
I 


uould-treng ic 1 IF TINY k chk Spion- 4 
' K . at: Teſt write -#- k 


O00 gs prinnt{-ennn 
_ toFfour Rulle ;,. nora ever 
Fakengcpers of he, Work 


witht 
"[ Go; to! quay Fen 16 lets 
DE Pi of this truly Learned and Jedi 
Fa An, while your: ms hos 
he Abſolure Certainty 


tainty for theſe; then pleaſe to give us your Reaſons for 
it, and: ſhew_ how Faith can' be 4bſolutely Certain, tho? 
the Letter on which it depends; thay'perhapshave been 
maim'd. or corrupted by 'atiy of theſe miſcarriages: Or, 
if you think fir to ſay'you have Abſolute Certainty 
of your Faith, tho" you have 'not Abſolute' Cerrainty 
for:it's/Rule ;'/ then,” confeſs candidly and ingenuouſly 
your-Faith is Abſolutely - ſpeaking Unce#tain ; and, to 
make'good-rhat rare Chriſtian: Tenet; fall to work and . 
confure utterly that Poſitive Book [ Faith Vindicated ] 
which - undertakes to: produce a multitude of Demon- 
ſtrations:to prove that Faith unat' poſſibly be falſe ; and, 
withal, pleaſe to-inform us-to'what .end'you maintain 
your Rule of Faith to be Abſolutely Certain,-if it do riot 
mays your Faith thus Certaiztoo,”of what that Certain- 
ty ſerves for. - Any. thing would "content -us, fo you 
would once leave fluttering, and hovering in. common 
Words: Either tell us plainly all'Faith is Uncertaih; or 
come atiength to ſome firm bottom,” on which. we may 
with : Abſolute Certainty ground the Truth of it, and raiſe 
it above ſome plauſible Likelihood. But, we remonſtrate 
againſt yopr putting us off-with the Old Sham [Suffics- 
ent Certainty |unle;s ty particularize to'us what kind 
of Certainty. you hold, and make out 'tis Jufficientfor 


the Nature, the Enalsaod Z/es of Faith, and the Obligari- 
ons iſſuing fromit, and incumbent on the Profeſours of 
it.. If you refuſe to condeſcend to theſe fair Propoſals, 
all the World: muſt think. -/you' onely temporiz'd wirh 
Mrc.:7. and'the occafion ; and" that you'have riot __ 
F K Lea 


juſtify Mr. . 3 for calling your Anfiver.to Mr. G's 5th. 
Tt Ele ne ok 

& LAICAVEFY 
io. hp ſenſe | gan ages a NES -na. _ 

racer... \You were ask't. only: 

One NS pgbeagr ed but yawhad Gras monroe 

more than was: ask't, the- meaning of 
5M CCatenſ/T Tiiweey Jem © agg to-teilan the, be th 
þ niverſal Te nan, yoann Pivinaye/ Cages That is. 
tolay, by Univerſal Teftimony, you mean Univerſal Te 
ftimony + For, all agree or coyſext inthe Teſtimony, if it 
be Z/ziverſah. Then, to the preciſe Queſtion, you An- 
ſwer, that, by the Chriftiav Church, you mean all Chrs- 
Fian' Churches; which'is to lay, that, by the Chriftian 
Chuxeh, you racan the Chriſtian Charch; for Al[the Parts 
make the Whole; 1o that, inſtead ofan Explication; you 

us the fame thing ing over again, and almoſt 7h the 
Eve vor 0062 » Who's the day» ye 
Anker 2 Yet, tho" it be impertinent, and nothing to 
the- purpole, 'tis at leaſt '7rue, and oy ns 5 
without needing to make it.a Queſtion: © d 
pleaſe taefford us ſuch — when" <& bas 
_—__ would ud gh Aye te Certainly, a Conſidering 
| you are very" mth in ex- 
pang your for, cither your Explications. run 
quite 


: bog} Ares 


A 
. 


(255) 


away from! Anfwer, which you are toct- 
ep ner of them +/or » 


poſs/ himſelf ſomanifeſtly; 

Tis incredible: Lees en ew then Me. 
Being the Words Chriſtian Church way 'be 

yo Pevrſont of different Religi- 

ons, | F.defire to that. Clanton Chy Ak GC. 

Here we-ſee! — a, cv tim of oC 


what' 

_ that' word £ Chriſtian] 

ou give him for explication nr —_ 
Je ir effe@ rell:him, 'that by Chriftian is meant 'bri- 
ſtiawy antl ets can Ti # 
did Congear You come dh which 
was Chriſtian, _— not, You inuſt have 
_ Hereticks, which'y our Principles could not 
your Ground of Faith here-is moſt manifeſtly 
ov Anat be ? bt of tha ringed wei —_— 
open to the Diſrepute of having and p 
head with all thoſe Excrementitious en kya ur 
Rule ( notwi its wow Divine 
Excellencies) had appear'd to be utterly unqualifi'd with 
Clearneſs-and Firmnefs enough 't0 be calf d a Rwle or 


Groxiid;. T's avoid' this; and / i Confdnancy to- yay 


tary You mow a _ bem tt for 

E pretend it frevgthens it. if m2 

Lt Sas 'Bat, You know how the Church com- 

plain'd of the Hereticks for corrupting the Letter of 

Scripture, to take it Favourable for them ; and, there> 

fore, for atiy yoo; Tow know, 'they cry'#up the Books, 

becaufe they had fitted them Fades 4 
| K 2 W Cy 
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4 (76:): 
Whence, tho”, the .Teſtimody :for che: 
—_ 


Baobs Should be 
inns et |the Credit: of the Ler- 


jd have wjatted. them; agtheyl 
sf Ang, What advantage: can you fikin by the 
robe the proving your -Groundof Faith Ab-. * 
y Certzinz-if you'be not equally Certain of the 
later? i — at/all;.. For, *tis:not the whale Book 
in the. Jens thus canibe produe t10;prove Faith; or confute 
« ticular. Fexte;; : and, if Theſe. and-the 
mainly.ſig [Words in-them, >be 'not Abſolutely 
TT gy—ny becomes of the Abſolute Gertdinty of your 
ts emoreeg Tobin lors rene he Conga 
their concurrent. 7, ry 
of even 10 muchas the Books. | For;” Lobſerve'that bur 
Judges es ſuſpet the. Teſtimony. of honeſt men,” and miſ- 
the juſtneſs of the Cauſe, if known Knights of 
the Poſt are call'd in to corroborate their Evidence. But, 
you. have prudent Maxims; of 'your own which are be- 
. yond the reach, of Lawyers. + 
37. You endeavour to-come 2 little cloſer to the 
Point Pp. 29. and ſet your ſelf to provethat Scripture is 
our Rule of Faith ; ay, that it is: - In order to which, 
ou advance this Pro polition, that Certainly all that bes 
lieÞe it to be the Word GOD, muſt take it for a'Rule of 
Faith. Theſe two confident Words; { Certainly }and 
[ Muſt ] are very efficacious to perfwadethole who will 
take it upon your Word; nay they are ſo magiſterial, 
that they impoſe a kind of neceſſity upon them of be- 
lieving all is as you fa y; or elſe of denying your Au- 
thorityz which would break Friendſhip. "Bax, if they 
will not, but happen to be ſo uncivil as to require Proofs 


for 


(73)) \. 
for. it; they quite loſe their force ; | and, which is worſe, 
abr. Afſertions make People expett very ffrong 
Fs =o rap avs el ev — Great 

tihrmations ; it hazards it, tO 
Things'and' bring little or no Proof. How you wall ju- 
ſtify: thoſe big Words, we ſhall ſee ſhortly. © lathe mean 
time let ys ask -you, how you come to. be thus Certain 
of it? Is there no more requiſit to a-Rw/e, but to bethe 
Word of God 2 Or, did you never read in, Errour non-pluſt, 
long ago,/Þ. 73,74, 75. the Anſwer now. given You to 
this Pretence, 1in-the utation of your 12th. Princi- 
ple ; - in which You endeavour. to eſtabliſh Scripture to 
be a Rale'? 'Or;.can You ſo much forget your ſelf, and 
- your duty to reply to it, as to diſcourſe ſtill thus crude- 

y, with the ſame confidence as if. You had never read 
or heard of ſuch\a'Book, or any thing alledg'd there to 
the contrary? If we muſt needs mind You of it ſo often, 
take theſe few words-along with you now at leaſt; and 
till you have reply'd to them, and others ſuch which 
are there alle, I beſeech you let us be tir'd no more 
with ſuch Talk, as ag 3-4 amuſe, but can never 
edify or convince. [ Tobe writ by men divinely infpir'd, 


to be Divine, Infallible; «rd the Word. of God, fenifes pluft, P. 74. 
y HOLY 


»o more but that they ( the Scri are perfet 

axd True in themidlves und bencficial to Mankind in 
Some way or other ; and, this, is the fartheft theſe Words 
wall carry: But, that they are of themſelues of ſufficient , 
Glearnefs to giue fincerely-endeauouring Perſons ſuch ſe- 
curity. of their | Faith while they rely on them as cannot 
conſiſt with Errour ( which zs requifit ro the, Rule of. 
Faith ) theſe Words fignifty not. They may be moſt Holy, 


they may be moſt True in; themſelves, they may be exceed- 
ingly Ulſetul, or Beneficial to Mankind,; and yet not endow'd. 
wit 


this Property ; which yet the Rule of row m_ 
| - ave, 


* Ty bourſt] to believe what God has reveaPd "by the: 


(78); 
have:]/And, 'pag. 75.-[: What then Dr. 'S*;'is 10: do;'#4* 
to produce concluſive Reaſons 16 tvinee that the Lare: of® 
SIR re has ſuch a Perſpicuity, and other Perfetth- - 
ons belonging to ſuch .a Rule, as maſt Ground that moſt - 
Firm, -and Unalterable, aud (if gong Grounded)Inerra-' 
ble Afext call's Chriſtian Faith.] We ſec here the Que-* 
fon rightly ſtared, and 'the Point 'that Nicks ; now ! 
let's ſee whether your Proof does fo much as rouch it, or 
in the = mention it. Ng : | 
38; The Argument you make choice-of, (I ſuppoſe - 
it he beſt, the matter in hand being'sf hig Hoon: 
ſequence) to prove that'all who believe' Scripture to be! 
the Word of Ged\ muſt" take it for a' Rule' of Faith, is: 
this. | For, finte-the reaſon-of our believing is 07 of 
God has reveal'd, whatever God has reveal] wah be be-. 
lied, and a Book-conteining in it ſuch Divind' Revelati- 
ons muſt be the Rule of our Faith, i. & by it 'we are to' 
judge. what we are bowind to believe as Divine Revelations.) 
What a wild medly 1s here, inſtead of a Reaſon ! Here 
are four Propoſitions involy'd. - The Firlt, is this; the: 
reaſon of our believing is becauſe God" has reveal d; and 
this is granted » onely you may- note that we are equal-' 


Church's 7 cx wry as by Writing, if it be equally clear 
it. was thus reveald; nay, mote by the Semce than 
by the fater, in cafe that way of aſcertaining the Di-\ 
& Revelation be mors-char than this nor does-your | 
Firſt: Propoſition deny this, but rather aſſerts it. * The” 
Second, This, {whateper "God has revel" muſt bs be 
liey'd.) And this. is pretended for an Inference, but a- 
las, *ris nothing lefs. ' For, how: does ir follow that be- 
cauſe the reafon of our, believing is God's Revealitig, 
therefore we” art botind"ro believe what God hds're- 
veaPd, whether we now it dr no 2 *All' then that can be: 
ſaid 


_ 


—_ 


- 


ſzid' of it is, that 'tis piousl unleſs you add to 
' it that we have alfo Cerraim God bat' indeed 
reveal'd it ; For, otherwiſe, befides the danger of err- 
ing our fſelyes in matters'of the higheſt moment (and. - 
this wna/terably too, in regard we entertain that Er- 
rour . 25 recommended by the Divine Revelation) we 
ſhall moreover hazard to entitle God's Infinit veracity 
to. 2, Falſchood, and make 7ruth it (elf the Arthour of 
Lies. The Third, that{a Book, containing in it futh Re- 
 welations muſt be the Rule of our Faith) is abſolutely de- 
ny'd. For a Book may contain in it Divine Revelati- 
ons, and I may. not know certainly it does' edntain 
chm = Or, 1 may know certainly' by very good Tefti- 
- mony it does contazn'them, yet not know certainly it 
does contain them' a/7 : Or, I may know it does con- 
tain them /l, yet perhaps fot be able to know any 
one of thoſe Divine. Revelations in particular, which 
are contain'd there ; for example, if it be'in a la 
]- underſtand 'not «Or, tho? F do underſtand the ane. 
ge, yet by reaſonof it's myſterious Sublimity, and 
deep-Senſe, and rhence-Obſcurity and Ambiguity in 
many. p relating to ſpiritual matters, and the 
Chief Articles of 'our Chriſttan Profeſſion, T cannor' be 
aſſur'd with Abſolute Gertainty which is the right Sexſe. 
of it ; and therefore (conſidering me as in the way to 
Faith, & that my Aſſent depends neceſfarily on the Truth 
of ſome Preliminary which is the obje&t of pure Rea- 
ſon) I ,night not, nay canner, with any' true Reaſon, 
frmly aſſent to: what I ſee may be an Errour ; nor-hazard .. 
my falvation upon an Txcertain Ground, and on whic: 
I know great multnudes have already Ship - wrackt. 
The Fourth [By it we are to judge what we are bound to 
believe as Divine Revelations ) runs upon the ſame rain ; 
for you -are. to. ſhew us how 5y #7 'T am-to Judge .my 
« E p 


bo 


(%9') 
ſelf bound to. beheve avy thing at all as 2 Divine Res 
velation, that iis, as taught by. Chriſt, with a Firm and 
Unalterable Aſſent, (ſuch as. Faith 'is) till I am Cerrain 
it.is fo, by being aſcertain'd/he taught it.  This'is the 
True, This is the Main Point:; - which you ſlide over 
{till as ſavoothly as 2a non-pluſt Commentator does 04 
ver -hard Texts, that puzzle him. to. explicate. -I fay 
once more, 'tis the-Main. if not Ohelp Point : for, till 
you: have made out-this,. you ' can never prove. that 
Scripture (taken alone) is a Ground of Faith at all, 
much leſs an Abſolutely Certain Ground ; and, leaſt of 
all, your Ground in particular. And therefore you ſaid 
very: True when you lamented -p.. 28.-you:were & a 
hard caſe :. for tho? (day you) there is an Abſolute Cer- 
tainty, and this Certainty lies in Univerſal Tradition, 
and we can'ſhew this Untverſal Tradition, yet we cannot 
ſhew the Ground of our Certainty, For, you cannot ſhew 
Univerſal. Tradition for every particular Text. that con- 
cerns//Faith without. owr Tradition Rule for Dodtrin ; 
nor Abſollte Certainty you have the true Sexſe; tho 
you had that Certainty for ;the Letter, without- which 
ris not your Ground at.all. A Certainty there is, but 
not by vertue of your Grounds, and ſo 'tis none of your 
Certainty, -nor your Ground neither, Whereas then you 
confeſs here that, if you cannot ſhew the true Ground 
your Certainty you deſerve to be either pity d or begg'd, 
you fay very true: -for we do from our hearts pity.you, - 
let who will take the tother part. We pity you to 


| ſee ſuch excellent Wits, who, had-they a good cauſe, 


would be honourably victorious, forc't by the Patro- 
nage of a bad one to employ their Talents in fthitring 


.about for by-paths to avoid meeting the Queſtion in 


the face. We. pity you for your- being -neceilitated to 
impoſe .upon_ycur well - mganing Readers with your 
ſpecious 


candor wi it Gods Word as to thoſe 
Points: And, if- the! Ling 'of / may "4 ou any 
X ood, we thall- earneſtly and! heartily 'S.In- 
4 Fnite Mercy ' to give you hearts £4 7 eter and 
condiity Na perviey'y, e it when found. 
NO mats you your -74 eft, which. con- 
ow Thg and tion together [—muſt 
pi Yale of our- Faith, AG (ay you) by it we are to 
Jade 4 we are bound to believe as Divine Revelations. 
: Ideft's, which ſhould be us'd to clear things, are 
Nlll fo made ule of that: they are the main. Engines to 
confound thera. -Let your 1d eff thenſay what it pleaſe, * 
I muſt tellyou plainly, you quite miſtake the meaning 
of the Word Rale;; It fpeaks -Refitade, and that. ſuch 
an Evident-one as preſerves thoſe who ate them: 
ſelves by-it from © o_—_— OR} t 1s, in our 
caſe, from Errour,, You ought then to have ſaid—7%e 
Rule of our Faith, Id my ich, while we follow it, we ſhall 
be abſolutely ſecur'd from erring in Faith, For the 
Primary Eftect of a Rwle is to give Faith that prere- 
uiſit. Quality as elevates it to the Dignity of uy 4 4 
Lud of Aden, and raiſes it- above that ann fer 
ble; alterable affent. call'd-Opiniov. © Bur you 
10 (toavaid coming neer ſo dangerous a Rock) wi it for 
2 kind of Quantitative Meaſare,not for a Qualifying Prin- 
ciple : Whereas, indeed, 'tis*not the Wh or how much 
we. are to believe, which i8*now- Gow Queſtion; bur, 
the That we ought to believe at all; or That 
you can by your Grounds _ aith 'at all tor 
"my Wer. r 


to; Tis A I ©, T ect | 
preſent Debate. For Wes we mY helg the ſame Quay- 
tity or Number of Points to axittle, yer. is mightbe Faith 


but the former Offiee of it is af ohh and Principal 


the later Collateral, adary'; | Seton ſe 
telling os that We..qug hay Log determin W econ 
is any Faith at TNF ere we come to'debate mbar Points 
are of Faiths what aot. Theſe Faſt-and-Looſe 'Doinps 
make me, when ever I meet with an,/d ef, ſtill expeR 
. 1; means. [a/zud ef} and that, like your:other Explicati- 
ons of, your {elf,-1t is brought. in to divert our Eyes to 
another Obje& inſtead. of keeping: them ſtill fixt upon 
the ſame. 

/ Encugh has. been ſaid, I am fure too much ever 
wh Anſwer, to proye that, Yeripture 2lone.as inter- 
terpreted. by- any, Private Mans ent, .wants-the 
Chuef Property of a Rwe of;Faithy,viz; ſuchi a :Clearneſs 
as is able to. give all ſorts of People, or the Generalizy 
of Chriſtians { be they never ſo Sober Eaquirers) Abſo- 
no Aﬀrancy tx, 8:4 Sole, even.in the dry re 

Faith, without needing the C 
Nor, "Yes ever. be able to produc: the Conſens. of 
all Chriſtian Churches that it has this Proper- 
ty. Wherefore, when iis call'd a Ru/c-by ſome of the 


ers. econ on it mull be taken (as Mr. M.*Gyes) with the 


hreragion. of wijeyad; d; which,:haii 
FE Law ig her Heart, can _ 
Letter, Letter, and preſerve it from: Explications 


any 


wats the 


(83) 
afy way prejudicial to the Faith recezved. And, Yhas 
indeed, it may be call'd «| Rule of Fanh z becauſe, as 
"tis thus underſtood, iccannot lead any; into Errour, but, 
*is of good uſe to abett Truth by: x's Divine Authority. 
In which fenſe Councils proceed upon it- often, and 
ſometimes call it a Rute. And, 1remember the Famous 
Lannoy, when we were Diſcourſing, once about Traditi- 
on ſhew'd me a little Book of his, in which, he'goes a- 
bout to -Wove, that Councils had' frequently dehin'd a- 
oſt Hereticks out of Scripture. On: which occaſion 
ask't him, if he-judg'd thoſe Councils frand their De- 
finitions by: the fenfe they had of the' Lerter by their 
own hutnan Skill ; or by the ſenſe of the Church, which 
they had by: Tradition: he anfwer'd, undoubtedly: by 
the later ; and that there would be no End of Diſputing 
with Hereticks, had they taken the former/Way.: By 
- which we may diſcern that ſtill 7-aditios was-in/ pro- 
h their Rule, even. when they: alledgfd* Scri- 
pture. © Other, call Scripture ſometimes a Rude, becauſe 
it contains Faith ; wm which ſenſe even fome Catholicks 
call it a partial Rafe becauſe Part of Chriſt's DoQrin is 
comtain'd. in it, the other part deſcending by Tradition : 
which acceptation of the Word { Rule] is yet ke Proper 3 
becauſe (as has been prov'd) it may be comain'd there, 
and yet we be never the neerer knowing our Faith meer 
ly by virrue gf Scripture's containing it. But no Ca- 
tholick ever faid that every ſober Engairer may find out all 
weceſſary Points of Faith inScripture without the Church- 
eg A-Do@rin; which You declare p. 21. You 
are far from being aſham'4 of. And yet; tet me tell You 
Sir, You will never find this Poſition of yours as it 
lies [ without the Churches Þelpt ] in the Univerſal 
Tradition of «4 Chrittian Churches; -and; unleſs You 
find this, 'Y og will aever prove they: held- it a Rafe in 
L the 


tSee SeF, 2;5 
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the genuin and- proper. fignificari ification in which'we take 
thar Word; (and tho theyi ſhou'd call it a Rule, in either 
of the former Senſes-lately: mention'd, they impugn not 


us at all, who grant theſame: ”- 
.. 41; You:will needs-run out of the way, p. 30. to 
talk of a. Fudge of 'Controverfies:; but the beſt-.is, You 
acknowledge you do go thus aſtray; byacknowJedging 
"tis another diſtintt Controverſy ; and yet; tho” you ac- 
knowledge this, You ſtill run onwith it; 'that is, You 
{ill wander: from the-Point. - You triumph mightily 
Pi 31. that 2z# 7s pee for us to bring ſuch an. unans- 
mous Conſent . of all Chriſtian Churches for our Infallible 
Trdge——or our Infalibility, as Proteſtants 6ring'for their 
Rule. As for the later, where were:your thoughts; Sir, 
while you, thus bad adieu. to the platneſt Rules of Dif- 
courſe > Cannot we go about to demonſtrate the Infalk- 
_ - </ ervor Teſtimony by gy Mediums, 
* but, inf wering/1t, you muſt object againſt 
our Conclufion, 4nd bid us urs. Conſent. of "all 
Churches to abett that, which. neither depends,.nor is 
pretended to depend, on Authority, but on meer Reaſon'? 
Cannot one ſay two and three make fave, but he muſt 
be preſently bobb'd in the mouth that he cannot ſhew 
the- Conſent. of all Chriſtian Churches for it ;- and'that, 
unleſs he does this, let it be never ſo evident, tis not 
True? ' Tis very pleaſant to refledt how brisk you. are 
ſtill with this Conſent of all Churches:; (I ſuppoſe be- 
cauſe tis a Topick very ſeldom heard of in your. Con- 
troverlies) tho' as has been ſhewn over.and over, 'tis 
nota jot to your purpoſe, nor avails any thing to the 
evincing you. have an Abſolutely - Certain Ground. of 
your Faith. And, if we have an'vfalible Rule; or ſuch 
@ Rule as permits not -thoſe to. be deceiv'd that follow 
 #, @nthere be any thing more Ratiqnal:than to _ 
® k CONIC= 


, ($5) 
conſequence, -that-there! is/an /nfallible- Fudge; 'or that 


our ray roberer As men Wi nromy, i 
to Faith? the word Fudge onely-fi@hifying thatthar 


ſon or Perfons,. are i 'Aatbirityp'or are Authoritative 
Deciders, to preſerve the [Tntegrity" of. Faith, and the 
Peace. of the. Church. So that, fippoſing-Church-Go- 
vernours or Biſhops, and;;that rtwit Sacred Concerns 
are-to-be provided: for; plain Reaſor:demonfirates to us 
this r00 as-well as the other, without needing! the Con- 
ſent of -all' Chriſtian Churches; tho' you need/nor to'be 
'told this does not want neither; unleſs you think that 
all rhe: General Councils that defin'd againſt Hereticks, 
-jmagin'd* they . migtt - perhaps be 'in\. an«Errour ' all 
the while; and the Heretick, whom they condemn'd, 
in the right. Your *Appeal to. all theChurches of the 
Chriſtian World for your Rule, hag a plauſible. appea- 
rance. ,. but , vaniſhes into-. air 4ywhen one comes -to 
graſp it. How often muſt it -be: repeated rhat you have 
as yet produc'r-»0: Rule at all for your Faith?. For:you 
have neither: prov'd that Scripture's Letter, as to'every 
ſubſtantial word\rhatconcerns Faith, is abſokutely-Certain; 
nor that it has in it the-nature of a Rule; nor that, 'tis 
your Rule, | more: than -'tis: to: all ' the -Hereticks'in. the 
world ; nor - that 'yaur / Afextito. any Poinrupon that 
Rule, as; made. uſe of by : youy (for Want of Connexion 
berween the Points to be believ'd, and the Rz/ebn which 
they are believ'd,) can have the nature of2zrve Faithin ir. 
{If talking big} would: do /the- deed, you: would: indeed 
do: wonders; but INS be proportionable'; 
otherwiſe, /rong words and faint blows are but very il 
matcht- - Now, -I muſt declare plainly:I cannot ſee the 
lealt ſemblance of ſo much as one ſolid Proof in this whole 
Treagiſe of yours. - If there be, confute -me- by: ſhew- 
ing- it, and; maintaining 1t to. be: ſach,, You explain 

- _ your 
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own Dara vu ot over tall one is weary of reads 
| that we are hound to believe 


Salvation ; and, twenty ſuch fine things; which bear a 
Godly Sound, and would do well in a Sermon where all 
3 dow gltb, there being none to contradict” you ; 

| ay are very dull-and flat 1n Sow ems 'On the cor- 
trary, not ane t have you-even. ofer'dat, tb 
prove you have Av/olute Certainty of the Rule or Ground 
of your Faith, but have faln ſhort in every one of thoſe 
Conliderations ; - both as to the Notions of Certainty, 
Gromnd; Rule, Faith ; and that "tis your Ground, your. 
Rule,- and your Faith. - ms: bu os 
\. 4%. 4 Rude go any thing, if we take that word ina 
proper (enſe as we do in our modern Controverſies, is 
the Jmmediate Lightto direftus in order to our. know- 
10g that thing, -Fogg* in caſe 'it be not Inmediate;: but 
.fome ather thing antervenes that is needful to direct 
us, and: by whoſe Redtitude we. frame our thoughts as 
to thed-oilace and: that it renders the orher capable to 
direct us; that aber .becomes preſently the Thing Ru- 
Jed, rand not\thie [Role :' in! regard it wanted the Recti- 
tute of | hi direct it, char fo it might be 
ft; £0. durect rus. Wherefore the Turerpretation of Scrip- 
mare beirig mere Aamediate to the knowing the Senſe of 
it's W (that is to the knowing our Faith) than is 
the LZerter, for'it is- manifeſt that all who have the 
Letter have not right Faith unleſs they make a right 
Interpretation of 1t; | hence' Mr. #f. had reaſon to objeQ, 
that The Chriſtian Church did not agrte that every max 
is to interpret Scriptare for himſelf , orto build his Faith 
upon his. own private Interpretation of it ; Nor®ught 
you to be" offended at his poſition, in regard yau toſd 
. us 


. (© V7) ) 


| PER. 'n FHeratiend Senſe tnder theſe 
tm” | Ode Chriſt is the-Son of Gs Aero 
Senſes ny be couch'ti under theſe, Chrift 3s really ty 
the' Sk, ago Fo, (even eccording to you {tt 
*cis the Imerpret tation or the. aff egg tis Hh 
word! which nk True wp "Here JN, therefore, 
*ris 'plzif "thi: own" erpretat ion of Seripture is, 
in pn heres for That is'a' ORE Re age 
DireRtion /to RAY you'the - Seyſe of Sripue rhan” is 
_ wk 'is Antecedent,” and” pos'd to 
ond, ET r had 
Farth tho ou bir 
my you your i. "Ard, Fog the pr Pet you bs 
of Inter pi #ation, is to Boer Rk che Seuſs "of —_ 
and” tis" rhe $e of Seriprure _ 5 Om $3928, _and 


bir owt Privats' Tnteh ably,your 
ds Wea Gwitfv g/ alt Sher that rhe 
ment: Fl Chis hep RE you 


wa ir mult atteſt your way # pate, Seri 
ts too, by private jad; wg ; Nay, it muſt Groves 
atteft that way 'to be = Certain ; | 
ay Leer Sink Ny Dae Yor Kind"of Prorefta! 
abjolute?y ae they and this, 251 
op the D D ie iragy nevtngh Cbrift and Bis Api 
for both which hls very pr und TK v 
ou wereat & pin to 
h Ns Ct Ran Expedients,” or ſome 
qquining [/#t Bb hat'p urpoſs" 15 it then to 
vs here p. 3.1. how a inan'{(bne/ of your” Sober Hs 
irers 1 ſuppoſe) is. to behave himſelf, where the 
Fex xt$ or places are doubtful. For, unteſs the Confent 
of all Chriftian Cinirches'bring us' down by their, U- 
mverſet Teſtimony that'thofe methods are.'to'be raken, 
and. that they are abſolutely Certain Means for all that: 


uſe. 
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I to interpret Seripry ighty*.or tome /at; the 
Sexſe.of -it, . you. are: al rp 45, eyer-of 
aa us abſolute Certainty for 5% that you 
MN any, Fa  at-al{ by eas. . Nay, I'much 
miſtake you: if 79 r Erindg+gr A allow thefe Means, 
er pang the. Teſtim Pony whncky . *s 
the Senſe rimitive C uxch (upon ,whicl you re 
paſs a We oh Fo to be. more. than Fable... 

do, you admit our Rule; If you. do not, I would fd 
you t9, prepare: your Reafons to. convince the Warld 
how.a. F W Authority can prove that what is built on 
ever, you \{ct -the beſt Co- 


whe of hn, ns. you can ;: telling . us, 


pool "Io Ho atrer 1 - 'to make uſe of the beſt helps, 


the beſt and moſt reaſonable means, &c.:tho' they. are fuch 
Br. 19. glibood it - will. rake up his. whole life ti 
as, e: can. uſe; and pe! : om oh tbe to com 
rex isfg nay 'tis, ten to.one \he will 
7 a Sy Re rhen he will ts __ 'd very fober- 


to the next,world to ask the way to heaven. 
AAS: a7 Fe Gar of Ea d, or. ex 
; f.all theſe” Means, ere. they 
tch't u po Ka Faith; . much doubt —Yel 
che x a Sr BO And 6 a 4 know A 
you whether axy of t & means, or al/ together, are 
ſelutely Certain. If none, youare Ell ry you abt 
If. you fay any ar al, you will fight, againſt 
cy, for many who ule all theſe Means do pat 
You als inſinuate by the ;words, 
[ b ul places] cont. the by” your Sober Enqu A. 
doubt of, are but unneceſlary, ileight, or «diſpwabe; but 
alas! they are the. higheſt ghee Myſer Chriſtian 
Faith; 27 if ey: mult take as to compare. 
Scripture and Expofitors ,-,and the nh of the Primi- 


tive 


ty Library) cre they caty acvopy 
what: fatisfaRion: is to be expeQed: 
his apoſtles ranghr, ty our Rule, which asks ſich labori- * 
_ ousſtudy tounderl tand ir 'sSenſe in choſe; or by your mes? 
| thod; which is both Eudleſs, & whenall is done Oncertamn> 
_ 43. Of how different. a Judgment the *Primitive? 
Church -was, let a Chief Pillar of ir,” St." Athanaftns* ink” 
form us (Lib. de Synedis Arimini © Selewcie) whete he 
blames ſome Clergy-men. of his rime for going about- 
enquiring what they. were to' believe," in theſe- words, 
St credidaſſent, nunquam, quaſi ' Fitlem "nou habertnt, te 
| quefrviſſent. —Seſe Tnfideles efſe "declargvermnit, 
wn 


Fide | | | 
Pr oo aerant quod non  habent,'If they had believ d, 
they had never engquir d, as if they: did want Faith —— ' 
They, have declar'd themſebves to be Unbelievers by their 
enguiring after whit they have not".S0,' that,/it ſeeths all ' 
your Sober Enquirers — this Fathers Judg- 
ment) Zufidels, or Vnbelievers. - Obſerve here the vatt ' 
diſtance. between your Principles and thoſe of this Holy® 
Father, and moſt learned Controvertiſt. Nething 'but 
ſeeking and enquiry (with tho Epighict of ſober to grace ' 
ira httle) will-ſerve. your turn; but,ihe tells us; on the 
quite contrary, that, if Wee ſeek, or enquire, we haven 
Faith at all: Which, ___ Engliſh, ſignifies rhus muck; 
you judge that to be-the onely way to Faith, which he ' 
judges a plain Argument of having oe. - 'You/are all - 
tor ſeeking for {your Faith in Scriprure;” He, for' taking! 
what is a{re«dy H fins to-our hand ſome' other 'Way, 
®y. muſtbe by 7radirioe. One thing 1 ſhould much 'won- 
der at, did not I know your private-ſpirited Principles; - 
'ris this, why amongſt other means you aſlign for your / 
fober Enquirer to make uſe of, you do not/putthe Fiidg-" 
' ment of the Preſent Church ( let it be your own if you 
| M plealc) 


Tt = NE 


Gayergment'C fg you, will allow, an Jack to dined y- 


G, ,and you were Diſputiog, uſethe means you fay _=_ 
bd ober 


-Þ 
tie weſt PT. Order ofthe 
PE the Church; and the: Ma 


bg by\theiv-Paſtours,- and obey theiy Sopexiohrs 


rather chap be leſt totheir.own yo ped iu neles, iT 


texs.of ſychConcen; that, -2f: 

their, Judgment, it bazards to break att thoſe 

derdulry whichaho Woerldſubfaſts. : Letrme wk MY 
is Point: fs-your ſoles Enquirer 


thing,- ere we leave. 
Bound to uſe: theſe. means: for his ſatisfaQtion-in _— 


Paints, -orgot? You-fay.expreſhyhere, that, tha, ho Ate 
to-do this ;\.and; foÞ \ ray” vvandy $6e d'w 
if-he:falk ſhott of "Duty, F 25k next; ; bole 


vUlea Point; to compaſs# 
rational ref mn How > ould when he was fa 


tish'd; and confrw'd, and refetv'«in-{o little time. Yet; 
for: all-your pms Noctrin here, you are well fatif- 
gf :hjrw, nay WW undertake p. 13, to ſatisfy-the 

Vorld, that Mr.'F cient- Grounds. for uthat he the 


ſaid; which was, = he was much. more: confirm d in the 


Communien, of oxr ( the Proteſtamt) Chureby and refoly'd- 
tg.continue-in it; Pray, Sir, was he' a ſober Enquirer 
or-no? If he was, did.he in two hours time, that- Mr. 
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they be dewprful, that neith 't. Infallibility nor 
acknowledg'd Fallibility wilput you in good humour 
with Church-Governours ; but out they mult, and yo! 
ſober Engzrer Oar up ingheir Ne For be aut 
whether they tell him right or no, whenall's done ;Iup- 
poſe by the light Scripture gives-him, -as-he 1s to judge 
of the veracity of General Suncils, and ſp we are got 
into the | gu y . whirl -,poolb of: a- Circle. / He muſt 
learn. the-Sen{e of Scripture by, them, and yct ;trult 
bimſelf interpreting Scripture, not them, tor. the Senſe 
of it ? *Tis pitty. but he had a blew Apron on;; and a 
Tub to hold forth in what heavenly light he had gain'd, 
by interpreting Scripture after. the- Method you -have 
ewn him. -Tis true, if there were no Abſolute Certain- 
ty in the way-to Faith (and. I believe. you hold none in 
your Church) every man muſt ſhift for. himfelf as well 
as he may ; yet ſtill even in that caſe, he is boz»d to do 
that which ſhall appear /4e/, 'and come. up. as xeer to 
Comrainty as. he, car, 'And can he-in any _reafan think 
his own Enquiry will bring him tomore Certainty, than 
the Paſtors of his Church, who. had. been ſober Engqui- - 
rers too themſelves, and. underſtood the Means you al- 
ſign to maketbat Enquiry,perhaps a thouſand times ber- 
ter. than himſelf? It he ;thinks, them #erter qualify'd 
than himſelf for 1aterpreting. Scripture, he fins againſt 
the. Light of, Reaſon, wot, to.truſt them rather than him- 
ki ; For. they -have,- in that. Suppoſition, more know- 
ledge than he; Tis.left then, «that he 35 to judge him 4 
to be better qualify d than his Church, her Biſhops and all 
his. Paſtors are tor that work: ,aod, upon, this brisk ſelt- 
canceit, the. Book of. Scripture flies,; open on fi hoes 
{ICIOICS 
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WR: 4 FF, f everſfies about 49 was bo rn? 
lf nd that (which i5 what' we hokd) ' Verdict" 18" Pufl- 
wh [?Ble by proceeding” upon an PofalliBle' Rule; you mmitiit 
«4 either pretend the Chriſtian'Church neyer | permitted 
Church-Governours'to exerciſe their Authority m des 
_ ciding matters of Faith; or rey it never held they 
had an If: fallible Rule to: Br And'T believe 1-4 
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tor ey wor lk ownthroats, arid a xs iemſclyes: 
Hereticks; a mortification nof'to be. Ben r0.by.; 
muety comtimacious Apirits.; - Now all theſe by: your, 


Pe les are tobe a *Chri/ tan Charc and: 

'a' fo & my currently, ahd” very frequ 
| TIP. 24/25. 26, andin-many Phat places) withous. 
any: diſtinction at-all;” And'tfo"we are reduc'd toa very 
pretty condition, according to rhe admirable. mould in. 
which you' have new-caft rhe Church. For, , unleſs all 
thoſe Hereticks-of old; any Lutherans, Calviniſts, and 
allthe inferiour Subdiviſions of Faith Reformers, youch- 
ſafe togive their concarrent Teſtimony to the Infallibility 
of the Roman Catholick Church (which condemn'd 
them all ;-and, as appears by the Council of 7renz 
throughout, by the ſame Rile of Tradition). ſhe is to 
have no Infallibility at all allow'd her ; her old Rule too. 
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is condemn'd by them for.a, Falſe Light, becauſe it cor | 
can fhe be an SER Judge in Faith-Controverſies.. 
This is 2 rey hep Law ; Yer your ſevere. Diſcourſes-: 
allow us.no-better quarter. . You alledge.that the Ea-. 
| ſtern Churches utterly deny the Roman Churche's Tufalli- 

Hh, the" they be of wan fron denominations. You : 
- mban:(Tſuppoſe) amongſt the.reſt, the Neforiavs, Eu-- 

tychians, and fuch kind. of good folks. And can you. 
without bluſhi wal FR {elf of ſuch concurrent Tefti- - 

the” Body, communi 


monjes againſt | unicating with, the Ro-- 
man, an her. Tafallible. Rule, whoſe Anceliors' were! 
condemn'd by thar very Body.to which the preſent. 


Roman-Catholick Church uninterruptedly ſucceeds :;. 
and were caſt out of the Church for. receding from 
rr mg Doctrine, held even then upon that yery - 
Rute? Y- 54. Ho 4 - 
"46. But what have. we to do with any of, your pre- 
gended Chriſtian Churches, whether Pafters, ,or not-Ea- 
ſtern, Modern, or” Antient ; many or few 2 Or, what 
have you to do. with them ether, - if you, would, 
as becomes a_Controvertiſk, ſpeak home to, us. .. You 
know already we place the rofallibilcey of our Church in 
delivering, defining and J«dgizg of Faith-Controver- 
ſes, in the Abſolutely Certain Rule of Tradition. All 
theretore that have adher'd ro Tradition as their Rule, 
muſt allow to Her this Incrrableneſs, while ſhe adheres 
to it, elſe they muſt condemn themſelves. - And thoſe 
pretended Churches which have deſerted Tradition, can 
never, for many reaons,, be of any competent Autho- 
rity aga:nſt the Roman-Catholick, For, having no Cer- 
tain Rule, they can have, no ſure Ground of what they 
belieye or alledge againſt her ; And, beſides, being her 
Enemies, and condemn'd by her, and that by vertue of 


this 


(97) 

this very Rule they carp at, common Equity tells every 
man *tis- not a pin” matter what ſach' men ay of that 
Rule;or that Churcheither,whether: thoſe men live Eaſt, 
Weſt, North, or South. ' T perceive by your far-ſtretcht 
words here P. 3t. [AH the Churches of the Chriftian 
World, All the Eaftern Churches tho" of very different de- 
vominations, that you imagin'theforce of an Autherity 
depends meerly on the Number of the Witneſſes; where- 
as we \make account it-depends much more on their 
Weight ; that is, on their mes 6 ang on their Sin- 
cerity, or Indifferency of their Wills; as to the Perſonor 
Afﬀair concerning which they are to witneſs: And Fal- 
lible iy which are both Out-caſts, and E- 
nemies, have for each of thoſe regards, »o weight at 
all. 

47. You haveanother Fetch yet left to prejudice the 
Reader againſt our Tenet, For,” you often make menti- 
on of our Infallibility, the Remax, or the Roman Church- 
es Infallibility, and (as ' appears p. 15. and 16) of 
the Infallibility of the Particu/ar Church of Rome ; 
whereas the Queſtion, and our true Tenet, is, of thoſe 
many particular Qhurches communicating with the Ro- 
man; ſo that you ſeem defirotsto convince us you are re- 
ſolv'd never to ſpeak to any point ſincerely or- repreſent 
it ingenuouſly. For" this ſleight, tho? it ſeems trivial, 
inſinuates into your Readers, that we hold the-very Spot 
of Rome is the preciſe, and adequate mold in which In- 
fallibility is ca/f. Pleaſe then to remember, and pra 
let it be the laſt time we tell you of it, that it is her fol- 


lowing the *felt-evidently certain Rule of Tradition, in «;. ;61, 


which as a Controvertift I do, in this Diſpute, place ter p. 18. 


her Infallibility. That, being thus abſolutely Certain 
of her Faith, we can prove ſhe is qualify'd to be an 1»- 
fallible Fudge of Faith, That every Biſhop is a Jadge 

N of 
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of Faith-Controverſics in. propartion to his Spherey ar 

zeſert or Teſt of their final obliging to Belief (for-an 

one-may oblige his Dioceſans to Szlexce for Pegco's fake) 
is with reference to the Body of the Church; and the 
Infallibility of the Chwch is refunded .into the Certain+ 
ty of her Rule; and there it reſts. Hence,- conſcious to 
your ſelves of the want of fuch an Irfall;ble Rule, you- 
dare pretend to no Fufallible Fudge, but are forc't. to- 
leave every particular man to his private Judgment of 
Diſcretion; tho you experience it ſhatters your Church, 
no better principled, into thouſands of Sets. Ina ward, 
i the way of our Controverſy, all Diſcourſe to be». 
gin Originally, and end Finally-in an a+&/alautely Certaju- 
Rule-of Faith ; that is, inſuch a Rule as influences our 
Tenets with the ſame Certainty. We- are fare we 
have ſuch a Ru/e, and, ſo, we are ſure we have. tree 
Faith ; and we are ſure you can have no Certainty 
that You have true Faith, becauſe true Faith requires 
Abfolute Certainty, | and, therefore, an Jufallible - Rude, - 
which you renounce. _ This is the main Point between 
us, on which dependsall the reſt, whether it relates to-an 
Infalfible Church or Infallible Judge... Look it then in the 
face; fpare it not, but level your whole quiver of Reg- 
ſons atthis mark.. Unleſs you do this, you'do but trifle ; 
you beat-the-buſh, and. featter leaves, but ſpring no- 

thing, While this Infallible Rule remains Sz ar 
you muſt confeſs there may, and ought to be an afallible 
Judge ; and your Judgn Crab convinced to 
te te till rtinage,forcibly granted to a, tor want of 

Principles in your ſe/ves to Grownd them certainly in their 
Faith, keep them /teady in it, and reduce them to it when - 
they deviate, 


:. 48. To come-clofer, and take a more diſtinQ view f 
| ; * k 
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this Judgment: of Diſcretion, 'I will acquaint you how far, 
mm ro it; how far and in what I-rejeC it. I 
grant that every man Bro judge for his own ſalvation andto 
endeavour by his Reaſon to find the Way to right Faith. [ 
grant with you that a// Mankind agrees in it ; and there» 
tore wonder at your ſelf-contradiqion to make us dif- 
agree to it, who certainly are ſome part of Mankind. 1 
grant that, otherwiſe, 't#s too purpoſe to go about to make 
Converts : I add, nor far you, and me, to write Contro- 
verlies. I grant that-every mas is to judge of the beſt way 
to Salvation, and of all the Controverſies between us and 
you ; and eſpecially of the true Grounds of Faith ; and to 
be well fatisfy'd who- proceeds on a Certain Rule, who 
not; andthat the contrary Tenet is as ridiculous as what's 
moſt,unleſs your putting upon us, againſt your daily ex- 
perience, ſuch a fottiſhneſs as. to hold it. I add, that, 
{inceevery man is to judge of his Grounds, therefore the 
Rule of Faith muſt be ſuch as needs not much Learning 


and Reading, *but muſt ly level to every man's Natural any 


Light of- Underſtanding ;. as the nature of Teſtifying 
Authority, and it's Certainty does. I will grant you 
moreover, that to deprive Mankind of this Priviledge of 
judging thus, is to debarr him of the Light and Uſe ot his 
Reaſon, when *ris moſt needful for him ; that is, when it 
ſhoulddire& him how to find out the way to his Eternal 
Happineſs, and, avoid the paths that lead him to E- 
ternal Miſery, Burt, Iutterly deny, that therefore, he 
ought to think ir Diſcretion to hammer- out his Faith by 
the dints of his private and unelevated Reaſon, from 
Words that are of»fo deep, and myteriousa ſenſe; and 
this, atter he has experienced that multitudes of other 
men, as wife or wiſer than himſelf, and(for ought he can 
diſcern) very fimcere too, do their beſt to underſtand 
them right ; and yet, as appears by their contraditing 
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> ernment er in matters of 'higheſt importance, one of 
thole Great, and Learned Parties, docs erre:moſtdange-: 
rouſly ; 1deny that his Diſcretion lead him to- jidpe 
that God's. Providence has left no abſolutely Certain Way 
to Faith, it being of fo vaſt @ Concern, and higheſt ne-: 
ceſſity : Or that it can command-himto 4fent prmly and! 
wnalterably to any Tenet asa Truth, .nay, profels it to be: 
ſich, even with the laying- down his Life to atteſt it ;: 
and yet that, notwithſtanding, it-may be a Lye, for a- 
ny thing can be known by the Grounds he goes upo. 
And, therefore, I deny that,- ia caſe Faith depends ofr- 
fome Authority bringing it from Chriſt (without Cer- 
rainty of which none can be Certain tis 7rue at all) 
that Authority ſhould be Falli3le-in that affair, and per- 
haps decezve him while he truſts it, or, relies on it : Or, 
m caſe it depends on fome other Means (wiz, Scripture's 
Fetter, and his own Lnterpretation 'of it) that Means 
ſhould not certaimly bring him to the End, if he makes 
we of it to the belt of his power * I deny it to be. D//- 
cretionto think himſelf capable to jadge he has Abſolute 
Certainty of the Intire.Books of Scripture, even to ſuch 
particular Words or 'Yerſes he builds - on; but by our 
Tradition for Doftrine ; as likewiſe of their Tranſlations 
and Tranſcriptions all along ; and, of the Copies being 
taken at-firſt from the true Original ; whence I deny 
he can with true reaſon judge his Faith 7rae ; ſince a 
fault in- any of- theſe may make it Falſe, I deny 
that he can with any Diſcretion judge that the ways you 
preſcribe p. 31. for your Sober Enquirer to underſtand the 
Letter ot Scripture right, and ſo*come at true Faith, 
(viz. comparing Scripture and BExpoſitours upon it, help 
of fpiritugl Guides (whoconfels they may all be deceiv d, 
and ſo may miſlead him) and - knowing the ſenſe of the 
Primitive: Church, &c.) are. the means left by —_— 
cn 
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Men to arrive at Faith and Salvation ; ſince to. do this,. 
he ſees ſo many volumns muſt be-read over, compar'd, 
and well-weigh'd, that in-all likelihood, a hundred 
of Mankind tor one (l may fay a thouſand) would Dy 
erethey could make a certain choyce which ſideto take 
in dabtous points; and to add to his diſcomfort,thoſe Points 
which otall other, are of highelt:concern, as are the Tiir 
nity, Chrilt's'Godhead, the: Real Preſence of Chriſt's 
Body in the Sacrament, the Efficacy of God's Grace, and 
ſuch like, are the moſt dubiogs; as being moſt controverted 
by the Pretenders to the Scripture-Rule, I deny he can 
with any Diſcretion, when he comes to receive {atisfatin 
on of the Abſolute Cerrainty of his Faith, ſuffer himſelf 
to. be fobb'd off with telling him there is 44/o/ute Cer- 
tainty of ſuch a Book which.containsit; when corhmon 
Senſe tells. him. he. is as far as ever from having, ſacha 
Certainty of his Faith, unleſs he has the /ame Certainty 
he interprets that Book right ; and does not err perniciz 
ouſly by miſunderſtanding the ſenſeof it in thoſe 1mpor- 
tan@Arrieles : Eſpecially, fince your (elves, tho' it be a- 
gainſt your own Intereſt, are forc't to confets other Great 
and Learned Bodies had molt, grievouſly miſunderſtood 
its meaning, who had both the fame Letter, and the fame 
Means to look into it that he has, &zall that your Grounds 
afford him, Ldeny, he can with the leaſt Diſcretion judge 
it poſſible that all Chriſtian Fathers could forget,to. day 
what they held yeſterday ;. or. that. they thou!d, if they 
remember'd it, knowingly reſolve todamn themnlelves and 
Palterity, by teaching them a wrong Faith. or, that 
they cou/d .con{pire to do fo.if they world; and conte- 
quently, that he ought not, if he acts dilcreetly, jxdze, 
that this Rule of Zraditwn is.an abfolutely,-or znjalli-, 
bly- Certain Cpnveyer vf Chriſt's Faith clown to Our, 
Dayes. Whence, I ceny that hecan with the leall grain 
l of 
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' of Diſcretion refuſe to communicate with thoſe who pro- 
ceed on ſuch an evidently Certain Rule, andare found in 
Poſſeſſion of their Faith upon that ſecure Tenure; and 
adhere to thoſe others who declare againſt any Infallible 
Rule; that is, who confeſs the means they have to know 
| any one particular Point of Faith or ( which js all one) 
any Faith at all, is Fallible ; that their Guides may per* 
haps all miſlead them, and their Rule permit the Fol- 
lowers of it to Ery. -: You ſee now how we allow them 
the Uſe of their-Reaſon, and Judgment of Diſcretion, 
till it brings them to find a Certain Authority; and, when 
they have once found That, the fame Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, which ſhew'd them that Authority was Abſolutely * 
Certain, obliges them to truſt it, when it tells them - 
what is Chriſt's Faith ; without uſing their private Judg- 
mentany longer, about the particular Points themlelves, 
thus aſcertaind to them, but ſubmitting to 2. In doing 
which, yet, they do not at all relinquiſh their Reaſon, 
but, follow and exerciſe it. For, nothing is more Ratio- 
nal than to ſubmit toan Authority which my Reaſorf has 
told me is Abſolutely Certain, inr things which the ſame 
Reaſon aſſures me can no other wayes be known certain- 
ly but by that Authority. | 
49. Now, let us conſider the Fudgment of Diſcretion, 
. as underſtood by you, of which your ſober Enquirer 
makes uſe to-find out his Faith. Tis onely employ'd a- 
bout ſearching out the' ſeyſe of Scripture's Letter by 
Fallible means ; which he can never hope will preſerve 
him Certainly from Errour, let him do his very beſt ; 
ſince he'is told, even by your ſelves, that Great Bodies 
of very Learned Men, and acute Scripturiſts do follow 
the ſame Rule, and yet erre in the RE Articles of 
- our Belief; nay, he fees himſeſf, by daily experience; 
how many Sets follow that for their Rule, yet _ | 
cr. 
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's veracity) from g-7lag (ite that Tnteproturion. 

| Akers rage, whurDertdinGropat tes properid by 0 
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rok and yet i his Reaſon, and the Truth e- 

be run down with the noiſy hubbubs againſt Popery ; 

and, either out of a blameable Weakneſs, or, perhaps 

out of an inexculable obſtinacy; rejets thoſe Grounds, 

or diſregards the looking intothem. I fay again, Inex- 

cuſable : For, the very Nature of Faith tells him, that, 

*tis an. Vnalrerable Aſſent, and, that it cannot poſſibly be a 

Ly.; whence, common ſenſe will tell him, *cis not to be 

thoſe who conlels thatall the Know. 

ledge they have of each particular Point of Faith, (that 

is of any Faith ) is Fallib/e; and, onely likely to be had 

amongl(t thoſe who own and waintgin their Grounds cax- 

ot deceive them ; o that, ſich a man, if he ever came to 

a due Reflexion upon what moſt concerns him, ſins a- 

gainſt the Light of Reaſon, in many regards; and, what - 
you call F 


lament of Diſcretion. is convinc't to be the 
moſt Znjudicious Indiſcretion imaginable : And, your 
ſober Enquirer, who builds all his hopes of falvationup- 
on ſuch a Judgment, proves himfelt (the weight of the 
Concern being duly conſider'd.) to be the molt raſh and 
' hair-brain'd Opiniaſre, and the moſt credulouſly- blind, | 
that ever ſubmitted and proſtitured his Rational Faculty 
(with which God has endow d him, .and will require a . 
ſtrit account of him, how he has usdit) to a moſt 


Groundleſs and Improbable Conjecture. __ 
or 


all Axthority out of his preſumption on his owa 
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